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CHAPTER  XI. 


Ancient  Buildings  of  Nantucket. 

In  June  1661  the  settlers  of  Nantucket  left  Mass- 
achusetts Bay  for  their  new  Island  Home.  Enough  had 
arrived  for  the  Proprietors  held  their  first  meeting  July 
15.  Among  their  numbers  was  a  house  carpenter  from 
Newbury  named  John  Bishop  who  remained  at  Nantucket 
until  1677  when  he  joined  the  company  to  settle  Wood- 
bridge,  New  Jersey.  Some  provision  had  doubtless  been 
made  to  shelter  the  inhabitants  previous  to  their  arrival, 
but  according  to  experience  elsewhere  the  first  structures 
must  have  been  of  rude  formation  without  finish  or 
strength.  A  lay-out  of  land  at  Maddaket  in  1670  was 
described  as  being  "near  the  old  cellar  of  Edward  Star- 
buck." 

This  meant  that  during  his  sojourn  at  Nantucket  during 
the  winter  of  1660,  Starbuck  must  have  had  a  habitation 
at  the  west  end  of  the  Island  which  ten  years  later  was 
only  a  cellar.  This  was  the  first  house Jbuilt  on  the  Island 
for  use  of  the  English. 

It  is  a  principle  of  quite  universal  application  that 
permanent  dwellings  are  not  erected  within  twenty  years 
after  the  settlers  reach  a  new  locality.  After  the 
business  and  industries  of  a  place  have  been  developed 
and  established  the  residents  give  their  attention  to  the 
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construction  of  permanent  and  commodious  houses. 
According  to  this  rule,  there  would  be  a  strong  presump- 
tion against  any  house  built  at  Nantucket  before  1680 
being  in  existence  after  1700.  Tristram  Coffin  in  1676  had 
two  houses  on  his  homestead,  an  old  house  under  the  hill 
and  a  new  house  on  the  hill.  The  first  had  become  "old" 
in  16  years  so  that  he  required  another.  It  may  be 
suggested  that  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Starbuck  in  1667  had 
a  dwelling,  called  the  Parliament  House  which  was  located 
on  the  hill  north-west  of  the  Hummock  Pond  and  that 
about  1820  it  was  moved  to  town  and  rebuilt  by  John 
Folger  on  the  north  east  corner  of  Pine  and  School  streets 
and  owned  in  recent  years  by  James  Austin.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  1665  to  1667  the  Starbuck  house  was  desig- 
nated the  Parliament  House,  probably  because  it  had  a 
room  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  for  religious  or  political  purposes.  Without  a 
question  John  Folger  was  informed  that  this  identical 
house  was  the  structure  which  he  moved.  But  the 
evidence  of  his  informants  must  have  been  unsound.  In 
the  first  place  it  is  unlikely  that  within  five  years  after 
the  ssttlement  a  young  couple  would  have  a  house  of  such 
size  and  durability.  In  1722  when  the  old  lay-outs  were 
surveyed  and  established  that  of  the  Homestead  of  Nat 
haniel  Starbuck's  heirs  was  described  "by  ye  old  house." 
This  suggests  a  new  house  in  another  location.  The 
probability  is  that  the  house  which  Folger  moved  was  a 
later  house  occupied  by  the  Starbuck  family  and  not  that 
originally  known  as  the  Parliament  House. 

The  records  furnish  very  little  information  as  to  the 
location  of  the  first  houses.  It  is  possible  to  identify 
with  approximate  accuracy  the  twenty  acre  house  lots  of 
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the  first  residents,  but  where  in  those  tracts  the  dwellings 
stood  is  beyond  even  conjecture.  All  signs  of  construc- 
tion have  been  obliterated,  and  unless  the  presence  of  a 
spring  suggests  a  possible  house  in  the  vicinity,  there  is 
no  clue  to  any  location.  The  spring  on  the  farm  north- 
west of  Hummock  Pond,  known  as  Cambridge,  lo- 
cates almost  exactly  the  spot  occupied  by  the  Parliament 
House.  North  of  this  near  the  south  end  of  Marey's  Pond 
stood  the  house  of  James  Coffin.  In  1881  the  descendants 
of  Tristram  Coffin  placed  a  marble  or  granite  post  at  the 
south-west  end  of  Capaum  Pond  to  mark  the  spot  which 
tradition  designated  as  the  location  of  Tristram's  first 
dwelling.  But  the  records  give  no  indication  except  that 
it  was  ''under  the  hill." 

Previous  to  the  days  of  easy  transportation  mechanics 
did  not  travel  from  one  place  to  another.  A  builder 
worked  in  the  place  where  he  lived.  A  new  community 
was  compelled  to  secure  among  its  inhabitants  men  of 
all  trades.  John  Bishop  was  the  first  carpenter  at  Nan- 
tucket. One  of  the  accomplishments  of  Peter  Folger  was 
that  of  a  joiner.  As  Bishop  and  the  associates  came  from 
the  Merrimac  Valley,  the  house  construction  at  Nantuck- 
et would  follow  the  lines  in  Massachusetts  Bay  with  the 
modification  due  to  local  materials  and  the  condition  of 
the  people.  In  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  the  in- 
habitants were  not  poor.  Even  if  not  fertile,  they  had 
land  in  abundance,  and  the  sea  was  full  of  fish.  Then 
their  expenses  were  insignificant.  There  was  no  church 
nor  minister  to  maintain,  and  no  public  institutions  to 
support  by  taxation.  In  1687  the  annual  tax  paid  to  New 
York  was  only  three  pounds,  and  in  1671  four  barrels  of 
fish.     As  a  result  the  Islanders  were  able  to  provide  for 
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themselves  comfortable  homes  even  though  some  of  the 
materials  were  brought  from  the  Bay. 

In  Dartmouth,  Rochester  and  Rhode  Island  stones  were 
used  for  chimneys  before  1700,  but  at  Nantucket,  the  ma- 
terial was  brick  so  far  as  information  extends.  There 
were  extensive  clay  beds  on  the  Island  that  were  opened 
as  early  as  1720,  but  how  soon  bricks  were  made  cannot 
be  determined  from  any  record.  It  has  been  a  debated 
question  whether  the  Island  produced  wood  suitable  for 
building.  In  1670,  Nathaniel  Barnard  was  importing  pine 
boards  from  the  Merrimac,  and  in  1732  Timothy  White 
was  buying  wood  from  Freetown  and  Rochester.  The 
opinion  is  ventured  that  there  may  have  been  trees  large 
enough  to  furnish  [lumber  for  the  first  dwellings  but 
that  all  houses  built  after  1680  required  lumber  from  the 
main  land. 

Two  events  exerted  an  important  effect  on  the  local 
buildings.  One  was  the  removal  of  the  residences  from 
Wannacomet  to  Wescoe  in  1720,  and  the  other  was  the 
great  fire  of  1846.  When  it  became  necessary  to  rely 
upon  the  Great  Harbor  instead  of  Capaum  which  had  be- 
come a  pond,  two  developments  took  place.  New  houses 
were  built  at  Wescoe,  and  many  of  the  old  structures 
were  removed  to  that  section.  Some  houses  had  already 
been  built  in  the  new  location  as  early  as  1680,  but  the 
principal  number  were  erected  after  1720.  By  that  time 
the  land  lying  about  the  west  end  of  the  Harbor  had  been 
laid  out  into  house  lots.  Benjamin  Barnard  had  estab- 
lished a  school  near  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Rays 
Court;  and  that  year  the  Friends  Meeting  House  was 
moved  from  the  locality  near  Hummock  Pond  to  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Saratoga  street,  consequently  it  is   not 
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safe  to  infer  that  any  house  in  the  present  town  was  built 
before  1717,  unless  supported  by  convincing  proof.  Except 
in  the  case  of  the  Horseshoe  House  and  the  Hamlin 
Barn,  there  is  no  building  in  the  town  limits  of  earlier 
construction  than  the  date  of  the  removal. 

The  fire  of  1846  covered  practically  the  regions  laid  out 
as  Bocochico  and  Wescoe  Acre  lots  east  of  Centre  street. 
Its  progress  was  checked  by  four  brick  houses.  That  on 
the  south-west  corner  of  Main  and  Orange  streets  owned 
by  Philip  H.  Folger ;  the  Pacific  Bank ;  the  residence  of 
Jared  Cofiin  now  called  the  Ocean  House ;  and  the  house 
of  Aaron  Mitchell  on  North  Water  street  where  was  the 
residence  of  the  late  George  K.  Long.  Between  Centre 
street  and  the  Harbor  and  Main  and  Broad  streets  every 
building  was  destroyed.  Some  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  buildings  can  be  gained  from  the  pictures  in  the 
Atheneum  Library  and  Historical  Room,  representing 
Main  street  before  the  fire.  The  part  of  this  devastated 
region  between  Centre  and  Federal  streets  was  laid-out 
in  1678  and  about  that  time  in  the  section  along  Chestnut 
street  houses  were  built  by  Stephen  Hussey.  A  very 
ancient  dwelling  was  destroyed  at  the  corner  of  Federal 
street  which  may  have  been  built  at  this  period.  From 
these  different  causes  it  is  evident  that  the  buildings  on 
the  Island  with  few  exceptions  were  constructed  sub- 
sequent to  1717. 

In  1902  lightning  demolished  an  ancient  dwelling  in 
Palpis  in  the  field  opposite  the  School  House.  The  last 
occupant  was  Mrs.  Love  Smith,  a  descendant  of  John 
Swain. 

An  examination  of  the  ruin  and  of  the  photographs  that 
were  taken  in  1881  indicate  these  facts  :    It  was  built  at 
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three  periods,  the  center  section  being  the  oldest.  The 
original  house  was  a  leanto,  one  story;  fronted  south, 
with  a  brick  chimney  at  the  west  end.  The  whole  south 
side  was  included  in  a  single  room.  Under  the  north 
roof  were  one  or  two  rooms  without  a  chimney.  Over 
the  large  south  room  was  a  garret  under  the  roof.  The 
south  room  was  16  or  17  feet  square.  The  house  rested 
on  the  ground  without  cellar  or  wall.  The  addition  on 
the  east  side  was  also  a  leanto  but  smaller  than  the  cen- 
tre. That  on  the  west  end  was  built  not  far  from  1800. 
The  chimney  provided  a  large  fire-place  with  oven  for 
the  south  room.  Two  sorts  of  brick  were  used,  some  of 
modern  and  others  of  early  colonial  size.  The  latter 
measured  10  x  4f  x  2-J  inches,  were  of  irregular  shape  and 
imperfect  finish.  They  present  all  shades  of  color,  from 
dark  blue  to  light  red.  Clinging  to  these  large  bricks 
was  mortar  made  from  lime  that  was  otained  from 
sea-shells.  In  the  older  part  of  the  house  between  the 
walls  was  clay  filling.  The  summer  in  the  south  room  ex- 
tended north  and  south,  parallel  to  the  chimney.  It  was 
about  twelve  inches  square,  mortised  into  the  plates  and 
also  supported  by  side  posts;  edges  were  chamfered. 
The  corner  posts  had  bracketed  tops.  The  girt  and  sum- 
mer were  pine  and  the  posts,  both  oak  and  pine.  The 
outside  measure  of  the  old  post  was  about  19  feet  east  and 
west,  and  25  feet  north  and  south.  The  land  on  which 
this  house  stands  belonged  previous  to  1700  to  John  Swain 
and  remained  in  the  Swain  family  until  the  present  time. 
Various  dates  have  been  assigned  as  the  age  of  this  house 
from  1676  to  1714.  In  the  latter  year  John  Swain  sold  to 
his  daughter  Elizabeth  Saville  the  land  on  which  Joshua 
Saville's  house  standeth,  and  so  one  geneaologist  inferred 
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that  the  house  was  built  in  1704,  when  Joshua  and  Eliza- 
beth were  married.  But  these  differing  assumptions 
must  yield  to  the  facts  shown  by  the  construction  and  to 
the  records. 

During  the  first  twenty  years  after  the  Island  was  set- 
tled Richard  and  John  Swain  lived  on  the  west  side  of 
Hummock  Pond  at  the  south  head.  As  land  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians  the  English  extended  their  pos- 
sessions from  Wescoe  eastward  along  the  harbor.  Stephen 
Hussey  secured  the  land  near  the  present  Poor  House, 
and  to  the  east.  In  1680  John  Swain  purchased  land  at 
Podkis  from  the  Indians  and  his  title  was  confirmed  in 
1684  and  1686,  and  he  surrendered  to  the  Proprietors  his 
lands  on  the  Plains  near  Hummock  Pond.  So  this  house 
could  not  have  been  built  before  1684.  The  style  of  con- 
struction already  described  belongs  to  a  period  previous 
to  1700,  which  will  be  apparent  from  the  description  of 
the  Horse-shoe  House  and  the  Hamlin  Barn  which  follow . 
The  safe  judgment  would  be  that  the  Swain  house  was 
built  between  1684  and  1694,  with  a  preference  for  the 
first  part  of  that  decade. 

The  Coffin  Horseshoe  House  on  Sunset  Hill  is  standing 
and  in  the  summer  open  to  inspection.  The  date  of  its 
construction  has  been  fixed  at  1686  but  upon  what 
authority  beside  the  assertion  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Folger  in  1858  cannot  be  understood.  In  1708  Jethro  and 
Mary  Coffin  conveyed  land  and  house  to  Nathaniel  Pad- 
dock, but  no  will  or  deed  appears  to  show  how  either 
became  owner  of  the  same,  nor  is  there  any  record  of  the 
marriage  of  these  grantors.,  It  is  stated  in  the  genealogies 
that  their  first  child  was  born  in  1687  and  from  this  possi- 
bly it  is  inferred  that  the  marriage  took  place  in  1686  and 
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hence  that  the  house  was  built  at  that  date.     Such  is  the 
tradition  in  the  family. 

The  house  is  a  story  and  half  high ;  faces  south ;  brick 
chimney  in  center ;  front  door  in  middle  of  south  side 
with  a  large  room  on  each  side.  The  north  roof  covers 
the  usual  small  apartments  in  a  leanto.  On  the  second 
floor  were  two  rooms  over  those  down  stairs.  Outside,  the 
house  measures  39  feet  east  and  west  and  30  north  and 
south,  and  rests  on  the  ground  without  cellar  or  wall. 

There  is  a  jog  in  the  leanto  where  a  fire  is  reputed  to 
have  done  some  damage  years  ago.  Much  of  the  brick 
work  in  the  chimney  is  of  modern  repair,  but  large  sized 
bricks, and  shell  lime  appear  as  in  the  Swain  House.  Be- 
tween the  walls  the  space  was  filled  with  clay.  On  the 
south  face  of  the  chimney  above  the  roof  is  a  design  which 
is  in  shape  the  letter  U  inverted  thus  [\.  No  explanation 
has  ever  been  suggested  for  this  character,  but  it  has 
caused  the  house  to  be  called  the  "Horseshoe." 

So  much  repair  has  been  made  to  keep  the  structure 
standing  that  much  of  the  original  frame  has  disappeared. 
The  corner  posts  and  plates  are  modern  and  so  is  the  roof. 
A  single  side  post  in  the  west  chamber  indicates  that  the 
first  uprights  were  of  oak  with  tops  bracketed.  Summers 
in  first  story  above  and  these  extend  from  chimney  to  end 
girt,  and  are  pine,  and  ten  inches  square.  Girts  are 
eleven  inches  square  and  chimney  jamb  fourteen.  Out- 
side boards  vertical  and  nailed  to  sills  and  girts  ;  no  studd- 
ing ;  braces  from  corner  posts  to  girts.  The  ships  knees  now 
in  sight,  holding  the  girts  together  were  adopted  when 
the  corner  posts  had  become  inferior.  The  chimney 
provides  a  semi-circular  fire-place  for  each  south  room  but 
none  for  rooms  in  leanto.     In  the  second  story  each  room 
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has  a  fire-place.  This  house  continued  in  the  Paddock 
family  until  1840  when  George  Paddock  sold  it  to  George 
Turner,  whose  heirs  in  1881  conveyed  it  to  Tristram  Coffin 
of  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

The  features  in  which  the  Coffin  and  Swain  houses  re- 
semble each  other  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  they  belong 
to  the  same  period ;  that  the  former  is  an  example  of  the 
larger  type,  while  the  Polpis  house  is  an  illustration  of 
the  smaller  structure  of  the  same  date. 

A  part  of  the  Hamlin  Barn  at  the  Cliff  was  once  a  house 
of  the  leanto  style,  and  so  was  the  carriage  house  in  the 
rear  of  the  residence  of  John  C.  Gardner  at  the  Head  of 
Main  street.  Unfortunately  the  chimney  of  each  has  been 
taken  down  many  years,  and  so  one  essential  mark  of  the 
age  of  the  house  has  been  destroyed.  But  there  is  in 
both  structures  sufficient  to  deserve  a  careful  descrip- 
tion. 

The  present  Hamlin  house  was  built  about  1840,  and  at 
that  time  the  old  house  was  transformed  into  a  barn ;  the 
chimney  was  removed  and  then  or  since  the  north  leanto 
and  west  half  were  taken  down.  The  south-east  portion 
of  the  present  house,  comprising  that  part  east  of  the 
door  is  the  remnant  of  the  old  house.  Some  of  the  cross 
beams  have  been  taken  out  to  alter  the  two  rooms  into  a 
mow  for  hay.  Apparently  the  house  was  a  double  leanto, 
chimney  in  middle,  facing  south.  All  that  remains  of 
the  original  framing  are  the  upright  posts.  These  are 
somewhat  heavy  and  bracketed  at  top,  while  they  are 
hewn  according  to  a  plan  not  common,  on  the  Island  being 
rounded  instead  of  straight  face,  they  might  be  located 
in  the  period  between  1715  and  1730  except  for  two  facts. 
It  is  unquestionable  that  clay  was  filled  in  between  the 
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walls  the  same  as  appears  in  the  Coffin  and  Swain  houses. 
Then  there  is  a  coarse  granite  door-stone,  on  the  upper 
surface  of  which  are  roughly  cut  G.  E.  1696.  The  date  is 
very  plain  and  so  is  the  "E."  There  might  be  a  question 
about  the  other  letter.  Then  the  doubt  might  be  raised 
whether  this  stone  was  not  carried  there  from  some  other 
place.  Geneaologies  of  Nantucket  state  that  in  1695 
George  Gardner  married  Eunice  Starbuck.  Possibly  the 
door- step  is  an  attempt  to  chronicle  the  event.  The  land 
was  then  owned  by  Oapt.  John  Gardner;  the  father  of 
George  and  his  own  house  was  only  about  150  yards  to  the 
west.  It  has  been  assumed  that  this  house  was  built  for 
George  in  1696,  and  certainly  it  is  not  outside  the  range 
of  probability.  George  Gardner  who  died  1750,  left  his 
property  to  his  son  Grafton,  who  died  1789,  leaving  a  son 
Silas. 

1800,  Silas  Gardner  sold  his  house  and  12  acres  of  land 
to  Thomas  Brock,  and  in  1842  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald  and 
others,  descendants  of  Brock,  conveyed  to  Thomas  0. 
Hamblin  in  whose  family  it  is  still  owned.  Unless  fur- 
ther information  is  discovered  pointing  to  a  different  re- 
sult, this  evidence  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  this  house 
was  built  by  Oapt.  John  Gardner  for  his  son  George,  who 
later  became  a  prominent  man  at  Nantucket. 

The  structure  at  the  head  of  Main  street  is  a  difficult 
problem,  although  more  information  concerning  it  has  been 
preserved.  In  1760  in  the  division  of  land  of  Joseph  Gard- 
ner the  land  whereon  this  house  stands  was  allotted  to  Caleb 
Gardner  and  is  described  as  the  lot  whereon  his  house 
stands.  He  was  married  about  1744  and  the  property  in 
1840  was  owned  by  Asa  Coffin  who  sold  it  to  the  late 
George   C.    Gardner.     The   building   was   occupied   as   a 
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dwelling  as  late  as  1880.  The  only  question  is  whether  it 
was  built  for  Caleb  Gardner  about  the  date  of  his  marriage 
or  was  erected  earlier  by  his  father  Joseph.  The  land 
was  part  of  the  extension  tract  known  as  the  "Crooked 
Record"  so  named  not  on  account  of  any  complication  in 
the  title  but  because  of  its  irregular  slope.  Some  of  it 
lay  north  and  some  east  and  west  of  the  Lily  Pond,  and 
most  of  it  north  of  Main  street  and  west  of  Gardner. 
Joseph  Gardner  by  inheritance  came  into  possession  of 
the  tract  on  which  this  house  and  that  further  east  known 
as  the  Lovell  house  stands.  The  records  give  no  informa- 
tion whether  this  house  was  occupied  by  Joseph  Gardner 
before  the  date  when  his  son  Caleb  was  married.  The 
house  as  it  originally  stood  was  a  leanto  faced  the  south, 
was  one  room  wide  with  the  chimney  at  the  east  end.  On 
the  front  it  was  two  stories  high  and  north  roof  sloped 
down  to  one  story.  It  later  had  an  addition  on  east  and 
west  ends  enough  to  provide  some  small  rooms.  The 
original  chimney  at  its  base  was  about  nine  feet  square 
was  taken  down  many  years  ago.  The  bricks  were  laid  in 
clay,  up  to  the  roof  where  the  stock  was  bound  together 
by  clam  shell  mortar.  As  the  bricks  were  removed  from 
the  lot  there  is  no  information  to  be  gained  from  this 
source.  The  space  between  the  walls  was  filled  with  clay. 
The  framing  is  unique  and  unlike  that  found  elsewhere 
on  the  Island.  Usually  in  two  story  houses  the  corner 
posts  have  bracketed  tops  in  the  upper  rooms,  but  not  on 
first  floor.  Here  however  the  usual  heavy  brackets  are 
in  upper  room,  but  down  stairs  is  a  handsome  rounded 
bracket  with  a  shoulder  to  support  the  girts  and  summer. 
The  latter  beam  runs  north  and  south.  The  girts  and 
summer  are  very  heavy,  nearly  a  foot  square  and  edges 
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chamfered.  All  timber  are  smoothly  finished.  This  fram- 
ing is  the  most  elaborate  among  the  early  houses  on  the  Is- 
land. The  addition  at  the  west  end  has  corner  posts  of  the 
same  style  and  finish,  showing  that  it  must  have  been  con- 
structed in  the  early  years  of  the  18th  Century.  Oedar 
shingles  on  the  original  west  end  were  worn  by  the  ele- 
ments to  a  very  thin  measure.  The  old  door-stone  of  red 
sandstone  has  been  worn  deeply  by  the  trampling  feet  of 
two  centuries.  In  1906  timbers  are  sound  and  strong  as 
ever. 

The  problem  of  the  age  of  this  house  is  full  of  difficul- 
ties. The  condition  of  door-stone  and  shingles  already 
noted  denote  great  age,  but  leave  the  date  undetermined. 
The  clay  fiilling  in  the  walls  and  shell  mortar  in  the  chim- 
ney might  indicate  an  origin  before  1700.  Whether  clay 
used  as  mortar  in  chimneys  is  indicative  of  any  particu- 
lar date  is  yet  unsettled.  It  might  be  urged  in  favor  of 
a  late  date  that  the  frame  could  not  be  so  firm  in  a  house, 
two  centuries  old ;  that  the  two  stories  were  higher  than 
is  usual  in  1700  houses;  that  the  chimney  being  square 
instead  of  oblong,  and  having  a  fire-place  on  the  north 
side  for  one  of  the  leanto  rooms,  indicated  a  1720  style, 
and  not  1700;  and  that  the  ornamented  double  bracketed 
corner  posts  were  later  than  those  in  the  Horse-shoe 
house  which  was  so  fashioned  only  at  the  tops.  In  this 
balance  of  reasons  the  framing  of  the  west  addition  may 
be  taken  to  decide  the  question.  Such  corner  posts 
are  not  known  in  Nantucket  after  1745.  Probably  there- 
fore this  addition  was  built  when  Caleb  Gardner  was 
married,  and  later  he  received  the  whole  house.  This  re- 
sult leads  to  the  conclusion  that  Joseph  Gardner  built  the 
house.     He   was   married  about  1700  or   shortly   before. 
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These  small  additions  like  that  on  the  west  end  were 
generally  built  to  furnish  another  bed-room  for  a  son  when 
he  married.  It  is  safe  to  conclude  that  the  original  house 
was  in  existance  in  1725,  and  the  question  is  whether  it 
was  erected  any  earlier,  or  more  exactly  when  between 
1700  and  1725  was  the  house  built.  On  the  whole  the 
conclusion  seems  safest  to  assume  that  is  was  built  dur- 
ing the  decade  following  1715,  by  Joseph  Gardner,  and 
that  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  another  part  of  the 
town  this  house  was  occupied  by  Caleb  his  son,  so  that  it 
came  to  be  known  as  belonging  to  the  latter. 

The  foregoing  are  all  the  houses,  any  part  of  which  were 
standing  in  1905,  and  which  anti-dated  the  removal  of  the 
population  from  Wannacomet  to  Wescoe.  This  event  took 
place  a  few  years  before  and  after  1720.  It  will  be  well 
to  consider  the  prevailing  type  of  house  at  this  period, 
taking  as  an  illustration  the  Major  Josiah  Coffin  house 
at  the  corner  of  North  street  and  North  Liberty.  It  was 
built  in  1724,  faces  south,  and  is  of  the  leanto  style,  the 
south  side  full  two  stories  in  height,  and  the  north  roof 
sloping  down  to  one  story.  The  central  chimney  has  been 
recently  repaired,  but  is  still  standing  in  its  original 
form.  It  is  a  pilastered  structure,  and  suits  the  elegance 
of  the  house.  The  interior  betokens  good  taste  and 
wealth.  On  each  side  of  the  central  front  door  is  a  large 
room,  each  of  which  has  a  fire-place.  In  the  rear  in  the 
leanto  portion  is  a  long  kitchen  across  the  north  side  of 
the  chimney,  and  here  is  also  a  large  fire-place.  The 
frame  of  the  house  is  plain  but  massive.  The  heavy 
summers  and  girders  show  in  every  room,  and  the  corner 
posts  in  the  second  story  present  heavy  bracketed  tops. 
No  shell  mortar.     No  large  bricks  appear  in  the  chimney, 
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and  there  is  no  clay  filling  between  the  walls.  The  ar- 
rangement of  having  a  large  north  room  for  kitchen  and 
dining  room  is  an  advance  beyond  the  Horse-shoe  house. 
In  the  latter  one  of  the  south  rooms  was  kitchen  and  din- 
ing room,  and  no  room  in  the  lean  to  had  access 
to     the     center    chimney.  A     singular     feature     is 

the  fact  that  no  two  windows  are  of  the  same  size.  Al- 
together the  house  is  the  finest  specimen  of  ancient  dwel- 
ling now  standing  on  the  Island.  It  has  to  a  high  degree 
that  subtle  quality,  called  4 'atmosphere,"  that  attracts 
and  satisfies  the  eye  of  all.  It  passed  to  the  son  of  Major 
Coffin  whose  grand-daughter  married  a  man  named  Benja- 
min Gardner,  known  as  Squire  Ben  Gardner  and  his 
grand-daughter  Mrs.  Eunice  Coffin  Brooks  is  the  owner  in 
1906. 

Such  was  the  style  of  house  which  the  Nantucketers 
adopted  and  to  which  they  tenaciously  clung  as  a  model 
for  construction  for  over  half  a  century  and  scores  of  these 
houses  are  still  standing.  In  other  towns  of  Massachusetts 
the  gambrel  roof  at  this  date  became  more  or  less  popular, 
but  at  Nantucket  their  advent  took  place  some  thirty 
years  later  and  even  then  was  infrequent.  The  Major 
Coffin  type  of  leanto  held  sway,  until  modern  styles 
demanded  adoption. 

The  attachment  felt  by  Nantucket  people  for  this  type 
finds  an  expression  in  their  reluctance  to  discard  the 
ancient  dwellings.  Many  of  them  remain  as  they  have 
stood  for  over  a  century.  Others  have  undergone  some 
alteration  whereby  the  low  rear  roof  was  raised  to  two  full 
stories  and  most  of  the  old  structure  retained.  It  is  a 
constant  surprise  to  an  observer  to  notice  the  large  num- 
ber of  strong  durable  houses  still  standing,  in  which  the 
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frame  work  clearly  indicates  an  origin  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  This  deep  seated  veneration  is  illustrated 
by  the  event  that  took  place  as  late  as  1790  when  the 
house  on  the  north-west  corner  of  Mill  and  Risdale  streets 
was  being  built  by  Job  Macy.  His  father  Richard  dis- 
covered that  the  plan  was  to  erect  a  house  two  stories  in 
front  and  rear  without  a  leanto  under  the  long  sloping 
north  roof.  He  expostulated  with  Job  for  the  innovation 
and  vowed  that  if  the  house  was  built  in  the  new  style 
as  proposed  he  would  never  enter  it  and  the  tradition  is 
that  he  never  did. 

Most  of  the  leanto  houses  were  originally  built  a  single 
room  in  width  with  the  chimney  at  the  end.  The  Seth 
Coffin  house  opposite  the  South  Schoolhouse  or  Town  Hall 
is  a  good  illustration.  Then  when  the  oldest  son  married, 
an  addition  was  made  to  the  chimney  end  of  the  house, 
and  also  another  flue  to  the  chimney,  and  a  sort  of  double 
house  resulted  with  chimney  in  center.  An  excellent  il- 
lustration is  the  Tobey  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Main 
and  Gardner  streets,  the  west  end  being  at  least  a  genera- 
tion later  than  the  east  part.  Another  kind  of  addition 
made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  newly  married  couple 
was  a  one-story  structure  like  that  on  the  west  side  of  the 
house  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Main  and  Pine  streets, 
which  provided  two  extra  small  rooms.  There  are  two 
houses  on  North  Liberty  street  near  the  Lily  Pond  owned 
by  John  Williams  and  John  Francis  that  were  built  within 
seventy  years.  These  have  the  long  sloping  back  roof, 
but  lack  the  large  chimney  that  was  one  of  the  distin- 
guishing marks  of  the  early  house. 

The  gambrel  roofed  house  never  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  Nantucket  people.  The  few  that  are  still  standing 
were  erected  after  1750. 
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After  the  Revolution  when  prosperity  dawned  on  the 
Island,  the  common  type  of  house  was  the  square  two- 
story  structure,  with  large  center  chimney,  numerous  ex- 
amples of  which  are  to  be  seen  on  Pearl  street,  west  of 
Center.  The  same  regard  for  ancient  houses  has  also 
led  people  to  retain  the  large  center  chimney.  While 
in  many  towns  desire  for  increased  room  or  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  small  chimney  has  led  house  owners  to  re- 
place the  old  structure  with  one  greatly  inferior  in  size, 
at  Nantucket  the  disposition  has  prevailed  to  keep  with- 
out change  this  distinguishing  mark  of  the  18th  Century 
construction. 

The  investigation  of  the  public  buildings  of  Nantucket 
presents  many  difficult  problems.  Occasional  and  in- 
direct references  are  the  only  evidence  of  their  existence. 
The  Meeting  House,  Town  House  and  Jail  must  have 
existed  before  1716  but  where  they  stood  cannot  be  de- 
termined with  any  accuracy.  The  reason  seems  to  be 
that  these  buildings  were  placed  on  land  not  purchased 
or  set  off  for  the  purpose,  but  upon  some  kind  of  verbal 
permission,  so  that  when  the  building  was  changed  to 
another  location  no  transfer  of  land  followed.  The  land 
records  are  silent  as  to  the  situation  of  these  structures. 
Probably  before  1700,  religious  meetings,  courts  and  town 
assemblies  were  all  held  in  private  houses.  In  1686  the 
magistrates  ordered  the  town  to  build  a  jail  and  presum- 
ably the  order  was  obeyed,  but  no  further  mention  can  be 
found.  In  1707  the  town  voted  to  repair  the  town  house, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  one  had  been  built  or  where 
it  stood.  In  1708  John  Macy  was  employed  by  the  town 
to  build  a  prison  as  soon  as  he  could,  but  where  he  placed 
it  is  a  mystery.     The  society  of  Friends  in  1709  decided 
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to  "go  forward  and  build  as  fast  as  we  can",  but  no 
statement  is  made  on  whose  land  the  Meeting  House  was 
placed.  In  1716  the  town  voted  that  notice  of  its  meet- 
ings should  be  given  by  posting  the  same  on  the  door  of 
the  Meeting  House  and  Town  House  and  in  1725  another 
order  was  adopted  that  the  notice  should  be  posted  on  the 
door  of  both  Meeting  Houses.  Taken  in  connection  with 
the  foregoing  facts  it  seems  evident  that  in  1716  there 
was  a  Town  House  and  a  Friends  Meeting  House  and  that 
before  1725  the  Presbyterians  had  built  theirs.  But  the 
exasperating  feature  is  that  not  a  vestige  of  evidence  ap- 
pears about  the  location  of  either. 

In  1716  the  town  voted  to  "build  a  town  house  34  feet 
long  and  24  wide,  on  the  hill  between  William  Stratton's 
and  George  Bunker's,  near  William  Stratton's."  Then  for 
the  first  time  appears  a  description  definite  enough  to  be 
identified.  West  of  No.  Bottom  Pond  is  a  winding  pass-way 
connecting  Duke  and  West  Chester  streets,  and  in  the 
early  records  known  as  Crooked  or  Long  Lane.  At  the 
south-east  corner  of  its  junction  with  West  Chester  street, 
stood  William  Stratton's  house.  George  Bunker's  place 
was  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  further  east  on  the  south  side 
of  West  Chester  street.  Hence  the  Town  House  site  was  on 
the  south  side  or  West  Chester  street,  nearly  north  of 
No.  Bottom  Pond  which  in  early  days  was  called  George 
Bunker's  Pond.  It  should  be  noted  that  no  mention  in 
the  description  is  made  of  Meeting  House  or  Jail.  These 
must  have  been  located  elsewhere,  although  the  late 
Wm.  C.  Folger  asserted  that  the  three  institutions  were 
on  adjoining  lots.  In  1773  a  movement  started  to  change 
the  location  of  the  Town  House  nearer  the  habor.  Finally 
in  1783  a  vote  was  passed  to  move  it  for  $72  to  the  lot  to 
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be  donated  by  Zaccheus  Macy,  or  if  he  declined  then  to  the 
lot  owned  by  the  town,  south  of  John  Cartwright's,  which 
was  between  Pine  and  Pleasant  and  Summer  and  High. 
John  Oartwright's  land  being  at  south-east  corner  of  Main 
and  Pleasant  streets.  The  Macy  lot  was  at  the  junction 
of  Main  and  Milk  streets.  Evidently  Zaccheus  Macy  gave 
the  lot,  for  the  town  house  stood  at  this  fork  of  the  street 
for  the  next  60  or  70  years. 

The  first  attempt  to  state  the  location  of  the  Jail 
appears  in  the  town  vote  in  1748  to  sell  "the  old  prison 
at  Wescoe  to  Wm.  Swain."  In  1768  there  was  a  vote  to 
repair  the  old  prison  and  build  a  new  one  near  it.  In 
1799  an  old  jail  stood  on  High  street  near  Pine,  which 
must  have  been  the  site  of  the  same  institution  in  1768. 
The  town  built  a  work  house  30  feet  long  and  16  wide,  on 
the  same  lot  in  1770.  Later  the  work  house  and  new 
poor   house  were  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  jail. 

The  facts  about  the  first  Meeting  House  have  been  lost 
probably  beyond  recovery.  According  to  tradition  the 
Quakers  in  1709  built  south-east  of  Maxey's  fond  where 
they  had  a  burial  ground.  But  in  1730  they  had  moved 
to  the  corner  of  Saratoga  street  at  head  of  ]V(ain  street, 
and  all  vestige  of  the  original  location  has  beep  lost. 

Concerning  the  Presbyterian  Meeting  Houpe,  there  is 
scarcely  enough  evidence  on  which  to  base  a  conjecture. 
It  is  known  that  the  old  vestry  in  1765  was  mpved  to  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
May  of  that  year  the  town  granted  permission  to  store  in 
the  town  house  the  "inside  work  of  the  North  ^hore  Meet- 
ing House  till  it  should  be  built  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer." The  frame  work  of  this  structure  indicates  an 
origin   some  years  before  the  date  of  removal.     In  the 
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diary  of  Judge  Benjamin  Lynde  he  describes  a  visit  to 
Nantucket  in  June,  1732,  in  which  is  this  item :  "Lord's 
Day,  June  11,  Mr.  White  preached  very  well  at  the  new 
built  Presbyterian  Meeting  House." 

This  must  indicate  that  the  old  Yestry  is  meant  and 
that  1730  is  about  the  date  of  its  erection.  It  is  also 
clear  that  the  Presbyterians  had  an  earlier  Meeting 
House  that  was  standing  in  1725,  concerning  which  no 
information  is  known  to  exist.  In  1734  the  Proprietory 
laid-out  to  John  Macy  a  small  lot  of  land  westward  and 
near  the  Meeting  House.  In  the  description  is  a  slight 
indication  that  the  location  was  on  the  north  side  of  West 
Chester  street  and  in  the  region  north  of  No.  Bottom 
Pond.  The  only  hope  of  gaining  any  information  about 
the  first  Meeting  Houses  is  the  possibility  that  some 
mention  may  be  found  in  the  published  diary  of  a  visitor 
to  Nantucket  during  the  early  years  of  the  18th  century. 
The  tradition  that  the  North  Vestry  was  built  in  1711 
must  be  abandoned. 

WM.  ROTCH  MARKET. 

At  the  foot  of  Main  street  stands  a  narrow  brick  build- 
ing, erected  by  Wm.  Rotch.  In  November  1774  the 
Proprietors  appointed  a  Committee  "to  agree  with  Wm. 
Rotch  about  building  a  Market  House." 

They  reported  as  follows  : 

At  a  Legal  Proprietors  Meeting  held  at  the  Town  House 
in  Sherbourn  the  3rd  day  of  the  12th  mo.  1774. 

We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  and  chosen  by  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket  to  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  Treat  and  agree  with  Willim.  Rotch  in  respect  to 
his  Erecting  and  finishing  a  Building  for  the  Use  of  the 
Town  near  &  adjoining  to  the  strait  wharf  in  Compensa- 
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tion  for  a  Piece  of  Common  Land  to  be  granted  to  him 
near  said  Wharf,  do  make  our  Keports  as  follows,  viz. : 
We  do  hereby  for  ourselves  and  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket  aforesaid  Give  & 
Grant  unto  Willm.  Rotch  &  to  his  heirs  and  Assigns 
forever  a  Piece  of  Common  Land  in  the  Still  Dock  in  the 
Harbour  of  Nantucket  aforesaid  bounded  on  the  South  by 
the  Water  Lots  belonging  to  the  Owners  of  the  Strait 
Wharf;  &  on  the  West  by  the  North  East  Corner 
of  the  Beach  share  No.  2  &  by  the  High  Way  below  the 
Beach  Shares ;  and  on  the  North  by  the  High  Way  that 
goes  down  the  middle  of  the  still  Dock ;  and  on  the  East 
by  the  shore  laid  out  in  the  still  Dock  No.  1  being  Thirty 
feet  in  Wedth  and  in  Length  on  the  South  side  about 
Ninety  five  feet  from  the  water  Lot  Share  No.  1  to  the 
Beach  Share  No.  2  &  on  the  North  side  from  the  aforesaid 
Water  Lot  No.  1  to  the  Highway  about  Eighty  feet;  of 
which  Piece  of  Common  the  said  William  Rotch  is  to  leave 
a  Piece  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  Nine  feet  in  Breadth 
&  twenty  feet  in  Length  for  the  Use  of  the  Public  not  to 
be  Improved  or  built  upon  higher  than  a  cellar  In  Con- 
sideration whereof  the  said  Wm.  Rotch  at  his  Own  Proper 
Cost  &  Charge  shall  build  Erect  &  finish  a  Suitable  House 
for  the  Use  of  the  Publick  to  stand  on  the  West  side  of 
Henry  Smiths  House  adjoining  to  the  Strait  Wharf;  said 
House  to  be  Eighteen  feet  Wide  and  forty  feet  in  Length  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  Lower  Room  and  the  North  half  of 
the  Chamber  in  said  house  to  be  and  Remain  for  Ever 
hereafter  for  the  Use  of  the  Town  and  all  the  rest  of  Re- 
maining Part  of  said  House  to  be  and  Remain  to  him  the 
said  Wm.  Rotch  and  to  his  Heirs  &  Assigns  for  Ever  with- 
out any  other  or  further  Compensation  to  be  paid  to  him 
the  said  Wm.  Rotch  for  building  said  House  or  for  the 
Land  it  Stands  upon  than  what  is  above  Expressed.  In 
Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  the  2nd, 
12th  mo.  Anno  Domini  1774. 

The  above  Piece  of  Common  Granted  to  Wm.  Rotch  is 
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the  same  Piece  that  is  donated  and  Marked  No.  10  in  the 

Plat  of  the  Water  Lots  lately  laid  out  in  the  Still  Dock 

as  by  Record  may  appear. 
A  Piece  Granted  to  William  Rotch  for  Building  the 

Market  &  the  Land  it  Stands  on. 

Frederick  Folger 
Barzillai  Folger 
Stephen  Paddock 
Shubael  Barnard 
Stephen  Hussey 

RlCHD.    MlTCHEL   JUNR. 

Grafton  Gardner. 

At  a  Proprietors  meeting  held  at  the  Town  House  in 
Sher bourn  the  13th  5m.  1775. 

Voted  that  the  Propriety  will  Exchange  some  Land  that 
they  have  on  the  west  side  of  the  Market  House  now 
building  being  8  feet  wide  &  20  feet  Long  with  William 
Rotch  he  building  2d  House  60  feet  Long  instead  of  40. 

This  property  was  owned  and  occupied  many  years  by 
Insurance  Companies  and  in  1861  was  purchased  by  James 
Oodd  and  Samuel  0.  Wyer  Trustees  for  an  association  of 
Whaling  Masters  called  the  Pacific  Club  or  Captains 
Room.  In  the  Great  Fire  the  interior  of  this  building 
and  its  contents  were  destroyed,  but  the  walls  were 
uninjured.  For  many  years  the  office  of  the  Custom 
House  has  been  in  this  building. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  St.  Paul's  Church  the  only 
material  beside  wood  from  which  Nantucket  buildings 
were  constructed  has  been  brick.  After  the  fire  of  1846 
brick  blocks  were  erected  along  the  line  of  the  square, 
but  only  a  limited  number  of  brick  dwellings  were  ever 
built  and  these  generally  by  the  wealthy  whaling  mer- 
chants. 


238 

On  the  south-east  corner  of  North  Water  and  Sea  street 
was  the  dwelling  of  Aaron  Mitchell  which  was  destroyed 
by  the  Great  Fire.     It  was  probably  built  about  1800. 

There  were  erected  between  1830  and  1845  nine  brick 
mansions  of  considerable  elegance  and  cost. 

Jared  Coffin  built  the  house  on  the  corner  of  Pleasant 
and  Mill  streets.  Then  later  in  1845  he  built  the  Broad 
street  section  of  the  Ocean  House.  In  the  spring  of  1846 
he  moved  to  Boston. 

Philip  H.  Folger  built  the  house  on  the  south-west 
corner  of  Orange  and  Main  streets,  and  for  years  owned 
and  occupied  by  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Gardner. 

The  other  six  are  on  Main  street.  On  the  south  side  at 
the  corner  of  Kay's  Court  is  that  built  by  Charles  G. 
Coffin  about  1832,  and  in  1906  is  owned  by  his  descendants. 
On  the  north  side  of  Main  street  a  few  houses  west  of  the 
Pacific  Bank  is  the  house  built  by  Frederic  Mitchell. 
Nearly  opposite  the  Charles  G.  Coffin  estate  is  that  of  his 
brother  Henry  built  a  few  years  later  and  still  owned  by 
his  heirs. 

On  the  north  side  of  Main  at  the  head  of  Pleasant  stand 
the  three  Star  buck  houses  which  have  a  unique  history. 
Joseph  Starbuck,  in  early  life  a  butcher,  developed  into  a 
whaling  merchant  of  unusual  success.  His  house  was  on 
the  east  side  of  Risdale  street  next  south  of  Milk.  He 
had  five  children,  George,  Matthew  and  William  and  two 
(laughters;  Eunice  who  married  William  Hadwen,  and 
Eliza  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Barney.  In  1837  Joseph  Star- 
buck  purchased  several  estates  on  Main  street  and  built  the 
three  brick  houses  and  installed  one  of  his  sons  in  each,  as- 
signing to  George  the  oldest  that  farthest  west ;  to  Matthew 
the  center  house,  and  the  eastermost  to  the  youngest  son 
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William.  These  were  not  immediatly  placed  in  the  control 
of  the  sons,  but  the  transfer  was  made  in  1850.  The  house 
of  William  Starbuck  is  now  owned  by  G.  J.  Kingman  of 
Brockton.  The  others  are  still  owned  by  the  descendants 
of  the  Starbucks. 

William  Hadwen  built  the  house  on  the  south-east 
corner  of  Main  street  and  Pleasant,  owned  in  1905  by 
Joseph  S.  Barney. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


Ancient  Buildings  of  Nantucket  Continued, 

In  1799,  during  the  administration  of  John  Adams,  a 
direct  tax  was  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  under  the  required  procedure  it  became  necessary  to 
name  the  streets.  In  Nantucket  this  work  was  under  the 
supervision  of  Isaac  Coffin,  Esq.  His  list  of  streets  was 
recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  and  is  of  the  highest 
value  for  historical  purposes,  as  it  not  only  delineates  and 
names  all  existing  ways,  but  designates  the  owners  of 
three  hundred  houses  and  localities. 

This  list  will  be  given  entire  with  notes  and  explana- 
tions,  the  Coffin  schedule  in  heavy  type.  The  houses 
marked  *  are  not  standing  in  1906. 

Academy  Lane.  North-east  corner  of  house*  of  Enoch  Coffin 
then  in  a  zig-zag  course,  west,  north  and  west  by  house*  of 
George  Clark  to  the  Academy.* 

Coffin's  house  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Center  street; 
the  Clark  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lane  directly 
south  from  the  old  Vestry  on  land  owned  by  Miss  Made- 
line Mixter. 

The  Academy  was  located  a  few  yards  north  of  the  pres- 
ent High  School  Building  on  the  south  side  at  the  west 
end  of  Academy  Lane.  A  writer  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  in  1807  stated  that  it  was  not  in  use, 
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David    Swain    House. 
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but  was  "employed  as  a  private  school."  In  1800  the  land 
whereon  the  Academy  stood  was  sold  by  George  Clark  to 
Shubael  Coffin,  Rowland  Gelston,  Jonathan  Myricks,  Jr., 
and  Joshua  Coffin  as  a  committee  for  the  owners  and  pro- 
prietors of  the  Academy.  In  1818  they  conveyed  the 
property  to  the  First  Congregational  Church. 

Angola  Street.  South  Mill  street  westward  on  south  side  of 
houses*  of  Joseph  Painter,  Peter  Boston  and  west  to 
house*  of  Benjamin  Paddock. 

In  another  place  New  Guiney  is  described  as  the  Negro 
town  or  village  south  and  east  of  the  wind  mills  near 
house  of  Hezekiah  Russell.  Angola  street  is  in  this 
region.     Boston  and  Painter  were  colored  families. 

Ash  Lane.  North-west  corner  land  Jedidah  Fitch,  near  his 
house*  on  Centre  street,  east  near  house*  of  Paul  Gardner, 
Jr. 

This  is  the  narrow  street  extending  from  Center  to 
North  Water  north  of  the  Ocean  House.  The  Fitch 
House  stood  on  the  land  connected  with  the  Ocean  House 
and  Gardner's  House  was  on  the  corner  of  Center  and 
Broad.  The  Ocean  House  was  built  in  the  early  part  of 
1845  by  Jared  Coffin.  The  brick  annex  was  erected  by 
the  late  Eben  W.  Allen,  when  he  was  conducting  the 
property  as  a  hotel. 

Ash  Street.  At  house  of  Levi  Joy,  Centre  street,  east  by 
house*  of  Jethro  Mitchell. 

The  Joy  house  was  on  the  north-east  corner  and  was 
probably  built  about  1765  by  David  Joy  for  his  son  Levi 
who  later  moved  to  Hudson  and  sold  the  house  to  Thomas 
Smith  in  1799,  and  the  house  is  owned  in  1906,  the  north 
half  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  Coffin  and  the  south  by  the  heirs  of 
Barzillai  Pinkham.  The  Mitchell  house  stood  on  the 
north-west  corner  of  North  Water  street  and  Ash. 
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Back  Street.  North-east  corner  Tristram  Swain,  Jr.,  on 
Orange  street,  west  by  house  of  Sylvanus  Russell  to 
Pleasant  street. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  Union  street  joins  Orange. 
Back  street  is  the  first  street  north  of  the  junction,  which 
extends  west. 

Barnard's  Court.  Pleasant  street  at  house*  of  Jonathan 
Gardner,  west  to  house*  of  Andrew  Barnard. 

This  is  about  half  way  between  Main  and  Mill  streets, 
and  leads  west  to  the  premises  owned  in  1905  by  Joseph 
S.  Barney.  At  the  west  end  of  this  land  stood  the  house 
of  Andrew  Barnard. 

Barton's  Lane.  Pleasant  street,  south  side  house  heirs  Seth 
Coffin  to  Pine  street,  near  house*  Francis  Coleman. 

This  is  the  second  street  south  of  Farmer.  At  Pine 
street  this  lane  would  appear  like  a  continuation  of  Lyon 
street  west. 

The  Coffin  house  was  that  in  1905  owned  by  Sylvanus 
Mowry. 

Beach  Street.  Richard  Mitchell's  house*,  north  to  foot  of 
the  cliff. 

No  such  street  is  now  known.  It  was  probably  a  short 
passway  that  once  existed  west  of  the  land  whereon  the 
Point  Breeze  Hotel  now  stands. 

Bear  Street.  North-west  Peltiah  Swain's  house*  on  Pleasant 
street,  east  to  Orange  street,  south  side  Tristram  Bunker 
house*. 

This  street  joins  Orange  at  the  Kailroad  crossing. 
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Beaver  Lane.  South-east  James  Clark's  house  on  Union 
Street  by  south  side  house*  of  William  Wyer,  west  to 
Orange  street. 

This  is  the  second  street  north  of  junction  of  Orange 
with  Union  street. 

The  Clark  House  is  now  owned  by  Charles  B.  Cathcart 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  that  section.  The  original 
house  was  a  small  leanto  with  very  large  chimney. 
Several  additions  have  been  made,  all  probably  previous 
to  1800. 

Black  Horse  Lane.  South-west  Barnabas  Coleman  house*, 
east  to  Water  street  by  house  of  Laban  Mitchell.* 

This  Ijas  been  closed  since  the  fire.  It  was  a  narrow 
passway  from  Federal  street  east  a  few  yards  south  of 
Broad. 

Brennan's  Lane.  Mill  street  near  Brewer's  Corner,  north  by 
house*  built  by  Francis  Coleman,  to  New  Mill  street. 

This  road  was  north  of  Mill  Hill  but  has  been  closed 
for  many  years. 

Broad  Street.  North-west  corner  of  Ebenezer  Calef's 
house*  on  Center  street,  east  to  New  North  Wharf. 

The  house  of  Ebenezer  Caleb  stood  on  the  south-east 
corner  opposite  the  Ocean  House  on  land  which  was  the 
northernmost  Wescoe  Acre  lot  and  owned  in  1726  by 
Jedediah  Fitch  and  later  conveyed  to  his  son-in-law 
Ebenezar  Caleb.  The  new  North  Wharf  is  now  owned 
and  used  by  the  Steamboat  Company. 
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Beach  Court.  North-west  corner  house*  of  Ichabod  Al- 
dridge,  west  by  house*  of  Andrew  Brock  and  house*  of 
Nathan  Barker. 

This  is  now  called  Brock  Court,  and  extends  to  houses 
of  Oapt.  Barzillai  Burdett  and  the  late  Henry  0.  Pink- 
ham. 

Ichabod  Aldridge  had  two  houses,  one  at  each 
corner  of  the  Court  at  the  junction  with  Liberty. 
That  on  the  north-west  corner  was  purchased  in  part  by 
the  late  Thomas  B.  Field,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
transform  the  building  into  a  Wind  Mill. 

Brewer's  Lane.  North-east  corner  house*  of  Joseph  Swain 
on  Federal  street,  west  by  south  side  of  house*  of  Obed 
Barnard  to  Center  street. 

Before  the  great  fire  a  passway  existed  between  Cen- 
tre and  Federal  street,  which  was  a  continuation  easterly 
of  Hussey  street,  and  on  the  1830  map  it  was  call  Brown's 
Lane,  but  it  was  closed  after  1846. 

Bunker's  Court.  North-west  corner  of  Liberty  and  Pearl 
street  to  north-east  by  Grindall  Gardner's  house  and  house 
of  heirs  of  Caleb  Bunker  in  Egypt. 

This  was  opened  by  the  heirs  of  Caleb  Gardner  in  1799. 
To  understand  this  description,  the  present  course  of 
Hussey  street  from  Centre  to  Liberty  should  be  kept  in 
mind.  In  1799  Hussey 's  Court  extended  from  Centre 
west  a  few  feet  beyond  the  corner  of  Westminster  street. 
The  other  end  of  Hussey  street  was  Bunker's  Court,  and 
it  reached  a  point  a  few  rods  distant  from  the  west  end  of 
Hussey 's  Court.  Later  the  intervening  space  was  crossed 
by  a  lay-out,  and  the  whole  named  Hussey  street. 


245 

Grindall  Gardner's  house  is  the  gambrel  roofed  cottage 
on  the  east  side  near  Liberty  street,  and  was  built  for 
him  about  1772  on  land  that  was  part  of  the  Homestead 
of  Caleb  Gardner.  It  is  an  unusual  type,  being  gambrel 
roof  on  the  front  side  only.  In  1803,  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Grindall  Gardner,  sold  it  to  Abraham  Coffin  and  Emeline 
Coffin  in  1868  conveyed  it  to  Henry  G.  Brown.  In  re- 
cent years  it  was  occupied  by  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Brown. 

The  house  of  the  heirs  of  Caleb  Bunker  was  the  Caleb 
Gardner  mansion  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  as  it 
curves  to  the  eastward.  It  was  built  by  Caleb  Gardner  in 
1733,  and  is  an  example  of  the  house  of  that  period.  In 
1906  it  belongs  to  the  descendants  of  Alex  E.  Drew. 

Candle  Street.  North-west  corner  warehouse""  or  store  of 
Peleg  Coffin  on  Main  street,  south  by  Benjamin  Baker's* 
house  to  Washington  street  near  Lydia  Giles'*. 

This  is  the  street  along  which  the  Railroad  extends  from 
Main  street  south  to  Washington. 

Center  Street.  South-east  corner  house*  William  Hammett, 
north  by  Thomas  Gardner's  gate  to  Chester  street. 

The  land  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Liberty  streets 
was  set  off  in  1723  to  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Gardner  and  in 
1799  was  conveyed  by  Matthew  Jenkins  to  Hammett. 
It  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Oliver  C.  Bartlett  in  1810  and 
transferred  by  him  to  the  Pacific  Bank  in  1818  and  the 
present  brick  building  was  then  erected.  During  the 
fourteen  years  of  its  existence  before  that  date  the  Bank 
had  occupied  a  building  on  the  land  now  the  location  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

A  few  yards  north  of  Lily  street   at   the  junction   of 
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Center  and  West  Chester  is  the  entrance  to  the  houses  in 
the  region  called  Gull  Island  which  in  1799  was  owned 
by  Thomas  Gardner  and  later  by  his  son  Capt.  Charles 
Gardner.  In  recent  years  the  section  has  been  owned  by 
Joseph  and  Benjamin  Sheffield  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Riddell. 
By  ancient  usage  the  term  "Island"  imparted  not  only  a 
tract  surrounded  by  water  but  upland  surrounded  by 
swamp.  Possibly  the  Lily  Pond  may  sometime  have 
encircled  Gull  Island  but  the  other  definition  seems  more 
appropriate  according  to  modern  conditions. 

Center  street  was  laid  out  in  1678  when  the  Wescoe 
Acre  lots  were  divided  and  so  was  one  of  the  first  to  be 
opened  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town.  It  was 
always  popular  as  a  residential  locality,  but  south  of 
Broad  street  most  of  the  houses  were  destroyed  in  the 
Great  Fire. 

The  Methodist  Church,  by  many  called  "The  Chapel," 
occupied  land  which  in  1733  Jethro  Starbuck  gave  to  his 
son-in-law  Richard  Mitchell  and  where  the  latter  built  a 
house.  His  son  Peleg  in  1822  sold  the  property  to  the 
leading  Methodist  of  Nantucket,  Dr.  Oliver  C.  Bartlett 
and  then  the  present  church  was  built.  The  property  in 
1823  was  transferred  to  Trustees  John  Jenkins,  Perez 
Jenkins,  Solomon  Folger,  Nathaniel  Rand,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Walter  Cure,  Frederic  Worth,  and  William  Jen- 
kins, most  of  whom  had  belonged  to  the  Teaser  meeting 
on  Fair  street.  These  two  congregations  united  about 
1853.  According  to  the  recollection  of  persons  who  had 
an  opportunity  to  make  the  comparison  there  was  a  wide 
difference  between  the  methods  pursued  by  these  two 
societies.  The  early  Methodists  favored  a  vigorous  style 
of   worship   and   hence   attracted  people  of  certain  tern- 
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peraments.  But  this  developed  to  such  an  extent  at  the 
Teaser,  that  some  of  the  members  felt  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  more  subdued  form  and  so  they  built  the 
Chapel. 

On  the  east  side  of  Center,  and  north  of  Step  Lane,  is 
a  three-story  house  owned  by  F.  WillettFolger.  On  this 
site  in  1684  William  Gayer  built  his  house.  His  land  lay 
between  Center  street  and  the  bank,  and  extended  from 
Step  Lane  north  to  Chester  street.  At  his  death  in  1711 
this  estate  passed  to  his  daughter  Damaris  Coffin,  the 
wife  of  Nathaniel. 

William  Gayer  had  received  a  good  education  and  was 
a  useful  man  in  the  early  history  of  Nantucket.  In  some 
works  on  Heraldry  he  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  few  English- 
men in  America  who  were  entitled  to  Coats  of  Arms. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  Edward  Starbuck  before  1674. 
In  his  will  is  a  reference  to  a  son,  William  who  had  left 
the  Island. 

His  property  was  left  to  Damaris  Coffin  and  Dorcas 
Starbuck  the  wife  of  Jethro.  From  these  two  women 
have  descended  many  famous  and  prominent  persons. 

Charter  Street.  South-west  corner  house  of  Micajah  Coffin, 
Pine  street,  east  by  Benjamin  Whippey's  house*  to  Fair 
street,  near  house*  of  Charles  Chase. 

This  street  was  opened,  one  rod  wide,  in  1747,  through 
the  middle  of  Fish  Lot  No.  22.  The  land  on  the  north 
side  of  the  street  was  owned  by  Damaris  Coffin,  who  in 
1760  sold  the  lot  at  the  west  end  to  her  son  Micajah.  This 
house  which  is  still  standing. 

The  Benjamin  Whippey  house  was  taken  down  about 
1885  by  Wm.  H.  Chadwick,  and  in  the  cellar  was  dug  up 
an  iron  pot  containing  a  considerable  amount  of  silver 
and  copper  coins. 
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Cherry  Lane.  North-east  house*  Elisha  Ellis,  west  by 
house*  of  Charles  Swain  to  Pleasant  street. 

This  extended  west  from  Orange  street  near  the  Asylum. 

Chestnut  Street.  South-west  corner  house*  of  Bachelor 
Hussey  on  Center  Street,  east  by  house*  of  Caleb  Macy  on 
south  side  to  Water  street. 

This  was  laid  out  in  1719.  At  the  south-west  corner  of 
Federal  and  Chestnut,  before  1700,  stood  a  house  owned 
by  Stephen  Hussey.  In  the  great  fire  an  ancient  house 
on  this  spot  was  destroyed,  and  may  have  been  the  Hus- 
sey dwelling. 

Coffin  Court.  South-east  of  house  of  Joshua  Coffin,  west 
from  Center  street  fifty  rods. 

This  is  now  called  Gay  street,  and  Coffin's  house  was 
on  the  corner  of  Center  where  later  lived  George  Cobb. 

Chester  Street.  Francis  Joy  house*,  west  by  houses  of 
Tristram  Pinkham*,  Valentine  Pease*  and  John  Brock. 

Probably  the  oldest  street  on  the  Island.  It  extended 
from  Capaum  to  the  Great  Harbor  and  is  mentioned  as 
early  as  1671.  Along  its  line  ran  the  ditch  that  drained 
the  Lily  or  Wescoe  Pond.  Water  power  on  Nantucket 
was  never  of  much  value  but  the  settlers  had  to  use  it 
however  weak,  so  on  this  ditch  between  Center  and  North 
Water  streets  they  built  a  mill,  that  appears  to  have 
been  a  failure  no  doubt  because  of  the  feeble  power  of  the 
brook.  But  being  the  road  that  connected  the  two  har- 
bors it  inevitably  became  the  most  important  of  the  early 
thoroughfares  of  the  Island  and  for  the  first  half  century 
of  Nantucket  under  the  English  was  the  principal  line  of 
communication   between   Wannacomet   and  Wescoe.     It 
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was  on  this  way  that  the  Meeting  House  and  Town 
House  were  built,  and  near  it  were  erected  many  of  the 
dwellings  occupied  by  the  first  settlers. 

The  Francis  Joy  House,  demolished  within  a  few  years 
stood  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Chester  and  North  streets 
on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  house  of  Dr.  J.  S. 
Ganard,  and  directly  across  the  line  of  North  Water  street. 

The  John  Brock  house  is  still  standing  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road  opposite  the  Horseshoe  House  and  is  owned 
by  Peter  Brock  his  grandson.  It  is  a  leanto  built  about 
1724  for  Capt.  Richard  Gardner.  It  closely  resembles  the 
Major  Coffin  house.  Owing  to  its  position  the  best  view 
must  be  obtained  from  some  point  on  the  west  edge  of 
the  Pond. 

The  Paddock  house  stands  a  few  yards  south-east  from 
the  Horseshoe  house.  It  is  a  very  ancient  looking  structure, 
although  it  was  probably  built  between  1720  and  1725  by 
Nathaniel  Paddock,  the  owner  of  the  Coffin  house.  It  re- 
mained in  the  Paddock  family  until  1763,  when  Paul  Pad- 
dock sold  to  Christopher  Hussey ;  1777,  John  Fosdick ; 
1810,  David  Brown;  1812,  Joseph  Earle;  1818,  Robert 
Callaway,  by  whose  descendants  it  is  still  owned. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  Lily  Pond,  North  Liberty  street 
extends  to  Chester.  On  the  south-west  corner  of  these 
streets  stood  the  house  of  Valentine  Pease. 

The  Pinkham  house  stood  next  west  to  the  house  of 
Joseph  C.  Chase  which  in  1906  was  purchased  for  a  par- 
sonage for  the  North  Congregational  Church. 

The  part  of  Chester  street  west  of  Center  has  been  re- 
named West  Center   street. 
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Cambridge  Street.  Federal  street  at  the  south-west  corner 
of  house  of  Josiah  Barker*,  east  by  house*  of  Peggy  Wyer 
on  north  side  and  on  north  side  of  house*  of  Wilson  Raw- 
son,  to  Old  Wharf. 

The  Kawson  house  stood  on  the  south-west  corner  of 
Cambridge  street  and  Coal  Lane. 

The  Josiah  Barker  house  stood  next  north  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  on  the  lot  occupied  by  the  house  of  the 
late  Joseph  B.  Macy. 

Coal  or  Cod  Lane.  Main  street  by  south-west  corner  house* 
of  heirs  of  George  Gardner :  North  by  east  side,  house*  of 
Wilson  Rawson,  and  house*  of  Ruth  Coffin  to  Pearl  street, 
near  house*  of  Jethro  Coffin. 

This  lane  extends  by  the  Brick  Building  occupied  as  an 
auction  and  furniture  room  at  the  lower  end  of  the  square. 

Copper  Street.  Milk,  near  Zebdial  Gwinn's  house*,  south 
through  Allentown  by  Edward  Allen's  house*,  south  and 
east  by  Wind  Mills  to  the  Cow  Bars  near  James  Johnson's 
Pond  in  Newtown. 

This  Pond  was  opposite  the  Asylum  on  the  west  side  of 
Orange  street. 

Edward  Allen  was  a  contractor  and  built  several  houses 
on  Copper  street. 

On  the  east  side  of  Copper  near  Milk  is  an  old  leanto 
which  was  owned  by  Elias  Ceeley  and  later  by  Capt. 
David  Cartwright.  It  was  moved  there  about  1800  from 
the  Matthew  Myrick  land  at  junction  of  Mill  and  Milk 
streets. 

Crown  Court.  Center  street  at  south-east  corner  house  of 
William  Brock:  west  by  houses  of  David  Hussey  and 
Jonathan  Myrick,  Jr. 

This  is  now  Quince  street,  and  was  opened  in  1719.     The 
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William  Brock  house  stands  on  the  corner  opposite  the 
Engine  House,  and  in  1906  is  owned  by  Timothy  P.  Pit- 
man. 

The  Myrick  house  was  built  about  1795  by  Mrs.  Ann 
Gelston,  and  she  sold  it  to  Myrick  in  1797.  It  is  standing 
on  the  north-east  corner  of  Quince  and  Westminister 
streets. 

Darling  Street.  South-east  corner  James  Cartwright 
house:  west  by  Job  Thurston's  house*  and  house*  of 
Jonathan  Marvin  to  Pine  street. 

The  Cartwright  house  is  still  standing  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  Fair  street. 

The  Thurston  house  stood  on  the  south  side,  on  the  site 
of  the  house  owned  by  Oapt.  James  Henry  Barnard,  and 
later  owned  by  Mrs.  Susan  0.  Williams. 

This  street  is  said  to  have  been  named  from  a  man  by 
that  name  who  came  from  Boston  and  married  the  sister 
of  Charles  Folger. 

Dover  Street.  Obed  Luce  house*,  west  by  house*  of  Mary 
Butler  and  house*  of  Jeffrey  Simmons  to  Pleasant  street. 

It  is  the  street  next  north  of  York  and  extended  from 
Pleasant  to  Union,  the  Obed  Luce  house  being  on  the 
latter  street. 

The  Mary  Butler  house  was  on  the  corner  of  Orange 
street. 

Duke  Street.  Main  street  east  of  Joseph  Marshall's  house*, 
west  and  south  by  south  side  E.  Heath's  house*  and  houses 
of  William  Clark*,  James  Newbegin*,  heirs  William  Cole- 
man north  and  west  to  Shearpen. 

This  was  one  of  the  early  roads  from  the  original  loca- 
tion of  the  town  east  to  the  Great  Harbor,  and  previous 
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to  the  removal  to  Wescoe  had  many  houses  on  both  sides, 
particularly  in  the  part  west  of  Crooked  Lane.  It 
branches  from  Main  street  a  short  distance  west  of  Sara- 
toga street. 

The  Shearpen  occupied  a  tract  near  Maxey's  Pond. 

Elihu  Coleman  was  a  carpenter,  and  in  1722  built  his 
homestead  where  he  lived  over  sixty  years.  It  is  located 
a  short  distance  east  of  Hummock  Pond.  In  1862  the 
property  was  purchased  by  the  late  Wm.  Hosier,  and  by 
him  given  to  the  town.  The  house  closely  resembles  the 
Josiah  Coffin  and  Richard  Gardner  houses,  and  is  an  in- 
teresting example  of  that  period.  How  well  the  young 
mechanic  built  can  be  judged  by  the  firm  and  sturdy  ap- 
pearance of  the  structure,  not  a  line  or  timber  of  which 
seems  to  have  yielded  to  the  influences  of  two  centuries. 
At  his  death  the  homestead  passed  to  his  son  William. 

A  few  rods  east  of  the  Coleman  house  is  a  ditch  that 
drains  a  small  swamp,  and  flows  into  the  Hummock  Pond. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  utilize  the  water  for  a  mill,  and 
the  stream  was  called  Mill  Brook.  On  the  north  side  of 
the  road  is  a  lot  surrounded  by  thorn  trees,  and  is  known 
as  the  Thorn  Lot.  Just  east  of  this  tract  was  the  land 
which  in  1727  George  Newbegin  purchased  from  William 
and  Abiel  Olasby,  and  there  built  the  house  which  was 
occupied  by  this  eccentric  family  for  nearly  a  century  and 
a  half. 

The  name  Duke  street  met  with  no  favor,  and  was  soon 
discontinued. 

Of  the  many  dwellings  that  lined  the  street  a  century 
ago,  with  the  exception  of  the  Elihu  Coleman  house,  not 
a  vestige  remains. 
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Eagle  Lane.  Pine  street  near  house*  of  Patience  Black,  east 
on  south  side  of  Job  Swain's  house*  to  Fair  street,  east- 
ward of  Seth  Russell's  house*. 

At  the  south  end  of  Fair  street,  this  Lane  extends  west 
to  Pine  street. 

Essex  Street.  Pleasant  street,  north-east  corner  pasture  of 
Silas  Jones  in  Newtown,  north  and  west  by  Sarah  Tash- 
emy's  house,  to  west  of  Negro  houses  in  New  Guiney, 
west  toward  the  Rope  Walks  by  Charles  Bunker's  pas- 
ture, south  of  the  Mills,  by  south  side  of  the  Rope  Walks 
and  to  the  west. 

In  some  of  its  course  this  is  merely  a  cart  path  and  not 
a  clearly  defined  way.  Where  now  appears  only  one  mill, 
in  1799  stood  three.  Several  references  are  made  of  the 
Rope  Walks.  They  stood  on  the  hill  occupied  by  the 
Prospect  Hill  Cemetery. 

Fair  Street.  North-east  corner  house*  Paul  Gardner,  senior; 
south  by  house*  of  Jonathan  Macy  house  of  George  Bunk- 
er, south  to  West  Monomoy  shores. 

In  1717  when  the  Fish  Lot  Division  was  laid  out  Fair 
street  was  opened  across  the  shares.  The  Gardner  house 
stood  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Main  and  Fair  streets 
and  was  taken  down  nearly  fifty  years  ago.  The  George 
Bunker  house  stands  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Fair 
street  and  Hiller's  Lane.  This  house  and  that  of  James 
Cartwright  filled  the  space  between  Darling  street  and 
Hiller's  Lane.  Fair  street  ends  abruptly  at  a  house. 
This  is  the  line  between  the  Fish  Lots  and  West  Mono- 
moy shares,  the   house   being  in  the  latter  division. 

The  house  taken  down  recently  next  to  the  corner  of 
Main  street  was  in  part  an  older  structure  than  appeared. 
The  south-east  corner  including  the  pilastered  chimney 
was  built  by  Benjamin  Gardner  shortly  after  1727. 
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On  the  south-west  corner  of  Fair  and  Lyon  streets  for 
half  a  century  after  1799  stood  the  First  Methodist  Church 
usually  called  "The  Teaser  Meeting  House. "  When  the 
land  was  purchased  from  Nathaniel  and  Anne  Bunker  the 
Trustees  were  Samuel  Barrett,  Ebenezer  Rand,  Elijah 
Pease,  Grindall  Gardner,  John  Sherman,  Samuel  Bigelow 
and  Dr.  Oliver  0.  Bartlett.  Later  Simeon  and  Perez 
Jenkins  were  Trustees.  Several  of  these  if  not  all  had 
been  previously  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church. 

The  first  Meeting  House  was  built  in  1799,  and  shortly 
before  1840  was  taken  down  and  another  built  on  the  same 
lot.  When  the  latter  was  dedicated  flags  were  used  to  deco- 
rate the  building,  and  in  a  prominent  place  was  displayed 
the  large  flag  with  a  huge  T  painted  on  it,  which  belonged 
to  the  sloop  Teaser.  From  this  circumstance  the  place 
was  afterwards  known  as  the    "Teaser  Meeting  House." 

The  original  Coffin  school  stood  on  the  east  side  of  Fair 
street  about  100  feet  north  of  Lyon  street,  on  the  lot  in 
recent  years  owned  by  Thomas  S.  Ames.  The  building 
was  erected  as  a  private  institution  about  1823  on  land 
conveyed  by  John,  Perez  and  William  Jenkins  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Nantucket  Lancasterian  School.  After  the  en- 
dowment by  Admiral  Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature  was  passed  incorporating  the  Admiral  Sir 
Isaac  Coffin  Lancasterian  School,  and  the  property 
conveyed  to  the  new  Corporation. 

Farmer  Street.  North-east  corner  house  of  Jethro  Pinkham 
on  Fair  street,  west  by  Christopher  Swain's  house  to  Pine 
street. 

This  street  is  the  next  south  of  Darling,  not  counting 
Macy's  Court.     The  Pinkham  house  is  still  standing  on 
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the  south-west  corner  of  Fair  and  Farmer.  The  Christo- 
pher Swain  house  is  the  gambrel  roof  dwelling  on  the 
north  side  near  Pleasant.  In  1768  Thomas  Bunker  sold  to 
Swain  "where  the  house  of  Swain  now  stands."  Between 
1755  and  1756,  Thomas  Bunker  married  Anna,  the  sister 
of  Swain,  and  the  house  was  built  during  that  period.  It 
was  later  owned  by  Abishai  and  Owen  Swain,  and  in 
1906  by  Albert  Clark. 

Federal  Street.  South-east  corner  of  house*  of  William 
Macy  on  Main  street ;  north  by  house*  of  William  Hussey, 
Jr.,  to  Broad  street  by  house*  of  Jonathan  Jenkins. 

When  the  Wescoe  Acre  Lots  were  laid-out  the  water  of 
the  harbor  reached  its  east  edge  along  the  line  of  this 
street.  All  to  the  east  has  been  filled  in  by  leveling  sand 
dunes  just  before  the  section  east  to  water  was  laid  out  as 
Bocochico  in  1743. 

William  Macy's  house  stood  on  the  north-west  corner 
of  Main  and  Federal  streets  where  is  now  the  Nickerson 
Brick  Store. 

Fish  Street.  Orange  street  at  north-east  corner  of  house* 
of  Timothy  Swain,  senior ;  east  by  the  south  side  of  house* 
of  Jethro  Starbuck  to  Union  street. 

This  is  the  extension  of  Back   street   east  of  Orange. 

Gardner's  Court.  South-west  corner  house*  of  Valentine 
Swain,  2nd,  on  Orange  street,  by  Nathaniel  Gardner's 
house  to  house*  of  Solomon  Coleman,  Jr. 

This  is  the  passway  that  extends  east  from  Orange  street 
a  few  rods  south  of  Main  at  the  corner  of  the  house  of  the 
late  James  Easton  which  occupies  the  same  lot  as  the 
Swain  house  above  mentioned, 
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At  the  east  end  of  the  Court  and  on  south  side  is  the 
old  house  owned  by  Stephen  Easton  from  1847  and  by  his 
heirs  in  1899  conveyed  to  Hattie  E.  Andrews.  Previous 
to  1832  the  east  part  was  the  residence  of  John  W.  Barrett 
and  the  west  end  of  Thomas  Smith.  Stone  Alley  form- 
erly called  Gunter's  Alley  was  opened  after  1800.  The 
Solomon  Coleman  and  the  Stephen  Easton  house  were 
probably  the  same  building. 

Gardner  Lane.  South-east  corner  house  of  Samuel  Riddell 
on  Fair  street,  west  to  Pine  on  side  of  house  of  Alexander 
Gardner. 

.Riddell's  house  was  on  the  west  side  of  Fair  street 
between  Moose  and  Garden  Lane,  and  was  conveyed  to 
him  in  1781  by  Shubael  Pinkham.  In  some  of  the  old 
deeds  this  is  called  Gardner's  Lane,  because  the  land  on 
both  sides  was  owned  by  George  Gardner  and  his  descen- 
dants. 

Gardner's  Lane.  Pleasant  street,  near  house*  of  Prince 
Gardner,  Jr.,  west  by  his  cooper  shop  to  house*  of  Ben- 
jamin Paddock,  Jr. 

The  Brick  House  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Pleasant 
and  Mill  streets  is  now  owned  by  H.  B.  Williams.  The 
premises  of  Prince  Gardner  were  just  south  of  this 
house.     This  passage  way  has  been  closed  for  years. 

Gardner  Street.  South-west  corner  house  of  Christopher 
Starbuck,  north  to  Liberty  street,  near  house  of  widow 
Eunice  Gardner. 

In  a  deed  from  Ebenezer  Gardner  to  Zaccheus  Macy, 
dated  1763,  this  right-of-way  was  conveyed,  and  it  has 
been  opened  since.     At  that  time  the  house  of  Christopher 
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Zaccheus   Macy   House. 
Nathaniel  Macy  House. 


Christopher     Starbuck    House. 
Stephen    Chase    House. 
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Starbuck,  in  1906  owned  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  G.  Tobey, 
was  in  its  present  location.  This  house  belongs  to  the 
period  after  1720,  and  was  placed  on  the  lot  about  1756. 

On  the  corner  of  Gardner  street  and  Howard  is  a  house 
for  several  years  owned  by  Patrick  Cox.  Henry  Mitchell 
said  the  house  stood  on  Duke  street  near  Crooked  or  Long 
Lane,  and  was  sold  by  Jonathan  Coleman  in  1771  to  his 
son-in-law  Samuel  Riddell,  and  later  it  was  moved  to  its 
present  location. 

This  illustrates  a  source  of  perplexity  that  is  constant- 
ly appearing  in  the  investigation  of  the  old  houses  of 
Nantucket.  Buildings  are  found  in  which  the  construc- 
tion seems  to  ante-date  the  period  when  the  land  could 
have  been  occupied.  The  only  explanation  is  that  the 
houses  were  first  erected  elsewhere,  and  then  removed  to 
the  present  position.  This  is  probably  true  concerning 
the  Christopher  Starbuck  house. 

Grave  Street.    Milk  street,  near  Zebdial  Gwinn's  house*, 
north  and  east  of  Friends  Burial  Ground  to  Main  street. 

In  recent  years  this  is  named  Saratoga  street.  One  of 
the  famous  buildings  on  this  street  was  the  "Big  Shop" 
where  George  and  Reuben  Coffin  carried  on  boat  building, 
and  which  was  used  as  a  club  room  evenings.  Here  were 
held  anti-slavery  meetings  when  other  halls  were  refused. 
It  was  located  about  one  hundred  yards  north  of  Milk 
street  on  the  west  side,  and  was  taken  down  some  years 
ago. 
Green  Street.    Reuben  Starbuck's  house*,  west  by  Simeon 

Starbuck's  house*  to  Grave  street,  near  Friends  Burying 

Ground. 

On  the  north  side  of  Milk  street  at  its  junction  with 
New  Mill  is   the  house  of  Thomas  Starbuck.     This   was 
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once  a  Star  buck  neighborhood.  Next  west  of  this  house 
is  a  small  dwelling  owned  by  Charles  H.  Macy.  Between 
these  two  houses  is  a  street  that  extends  a  few  yards 
north  and  then  west  where  it  united  with  Vestal.  Accord- 
ing to  the  modern  condition-  it  does  not  reach  Saratoga 
street. 

Reuben  Star  buck's  house  stood  at  the  first  angle  north 
of  Milk.  On  the  lot  now  occupied  by  Macy  was  the  house 
of  Jethro  Starbuck  and  in  the  vacant  lot  next  west  was 
the  house  of  Simeon  Starbuck. 

High  Street.  Pleasant  street  at  south-west  corner  of  the 
old  Poor  House*,  east  to  Pine  street,  between  house*  of 
Reuben  Coffin  and  land  of  the  Town  of  Nantucket,  where 
the  old  Jail*  and  the  old  Poor  House*  stand. 

This  street  is  next  south  of  Summer.  In  the  descrip- 
tion of  Prison  Lane  the  New  Poor  House  is  mentioned. 
How  early  the  town  established  a  poor  house  and  jail  on 
High  street  cannot  be  determined.  They  were  probably 
there  as  early  as  1761,  and  soon  after  1800  they  were 
taken  down. 

Hiller's  Lane.  North-east  corner  house  of  George  Bunker, 
west  by  south  side  of  house*  of  Jonathan  Long,  the 
barber,  to  Pine  street,  by  school  house*,  of  Elisha  Macy. 

This  is  the  first  street  north  of  Darling. 

Hussey  Court.  Centre  street,  north-east  corner,  house*  of 
Stephen  Hussey,  west  by  Mary  Bernard's  house. 

This  is  now  the  east  part  of  Hussey  street,  and  was 
opened  in  1758.  The  Barnard  house  is  still  standing  on 
the  north-west  corner  of  Hussey  and  Westminster  streets, 
and  is  owned  by  Josiah  F.  Murphy.     It  belongs  to   the 
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leanto  style  of  single  house,  and  has  the  typical  one 
story  addition  to  west  side.  It  was  probably  erected  in 
its  present  location  about  1758  by  Timothy  Barnard,  the 
father  of  Libni,  who  left  it  to  his  widow  Mary.  It  has 
some  indications  of  belonging  to  an  earlier  style  of  con- 
struction, and  may  have  been  removed  from  some  other 
situation.  Bunker's  and  Hussey's  Courts  now  form  Hus- 
sey  street. 

Independence  Lane.  Federal  street,  south-east  corner,  John 
Cartwright's  house*,  west  by  house*  of  Ebenezer  Coleman 
to  Center  street. 

On  the  north  side  of  Main  street  between  Center  and 
Federal,  is  a  continuous  row  of  brick  blocks.  The  line  of 
the  street  is  very  different  from  what  existed  before  the 
Great  Fire.  Then  the  corner  of  Federal  street  reached  a 
point  so  far  south  of  its  present  position,  that  it  coincided 
with  the  north  line  of  Liberty  street.  After  the  Fire  the 
town  widened  the  street  by  taking  a  strip  of  land  and 
placing  the  street  line  in  its  present  location.  Before 
that  change  in  the  rear  of  the  buildings  on  Main  street 
and  exactly  following  the  line  of  Rose  Lane  which  extends 
west  of  Center,  was  a  narrow  passage  way  from  Federal 
to  Center.  This  was  Independence  Lane.  The  engine 
house  on  Center  street  covers  its  end.  The  house  of  John 
Cartwright  occupied  the  same  land  now  owned  by  H.  S. 
Wyer. 

Jefferson  Lane.  Fair  street,  south-east  corner  house*  of 
Bartlett  Coffin,  west  by  north  side  of  house*  of  Abishai 
Hayden  to  Pine  street  by  house*  of  Francis  Coleman. 

Next  north  of  Eagle  Lane. 
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Liberty  Street.  South-east  corner  of  Peleg  Mitchell's 
house*,  west  by  house*  of  Benjamin  Fosdick,  Silvanus 
Starbuck*,  Ichabod  Aldridge*,  Solomon  Coleman*  and 
Seth  Ray,  north  to  Chester  street  by  house*  of  Valentine 
Pease. 

This  street  was  laid  out  in  1678  with  the  Wescoe  Acre 
Lots  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  houses  being  built 
thereon  before  1720.  After  the  removal  of  the  residences 
to  Wescoe  this  street  was  soon  occupied. 

The  Peleg  Mitchell  house  stood  on  the  corner  now  cov- 
ered by  the  M.  E.  Church. 

The  house  designated  as  that  of  Benjamin  Fosdick  is 
the  double  leanto  on  the  north  side  a  few  yards  west  of 
Winter  street.  In  1801  he  devised  the  west  half  to  his 
son  Benjamin  and  the  east  part  to  his  son  Keuben.  Ten 
years  before  he  had  conveyed  to  his  son  Peter  "where  he 
lived."  This  was  the  house  at  the  head  of  Winter  street 
owned  by  Josiah  F.  Barrett,  sheriff. 

The  west  half  of  the  Homestead  was  conveyed  to 
Edwin  H.  Swain  and  then  to  Jesse  Baker  and  in  1906  is 
owned  by  Mrs.  Hodges.  The  east  half  was  transferred  by 
Reuben  Fosdick  to  Oapt.  Wm.  Oalder  and  is  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  Emily  Coffin.  This  house  belongs  to  the  style  in 
vogue  in  1720  and  later  and  was  probably  built  by  Benja- 
min Fosdick  between  1740  and  1750. 

On  the  west  edge  of  the  Lily  Pond  is  a  curious  weather 
beaten  two-story  gambrel  that  was  built  by  Seth  Ray 
about  1798  and  in  1802  sold  by  him  to  Nathaniel  Barrett 
and  since  known  as  the  Barrett  house. 

Few  persons  realize  the  curious  course  of  the  series  of 
roads  included  under  the  name  of  Liberty  street.  Start- 
ing at  Center  street,  its  first  direction  was  west,  but  after 
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reaching  Gardner  street  it  follows  a  snake-like  track 
through  Egypt  around  the  Lily  Pond,  and  finally  joining 
Chester  street.  Valentine  Pease's  house  stood  on  the 
south-west  corner  of  Chester  and  Liberty. 

Next  west  of  the  Chapel  is  the  house  built  by  Jonathan 
Barney  about  1756.  His  wife  Lydia  was  the  daughter  of 
Jethro  Star  buck. 

Next  west  is  the  house  that  was  built  by  Barnabas 
Pinkham  in  1748 ;  sold  in  1791  to  Uriah  Swain,  and  in  1815 
to  Paul  West.  Under  his  charge  it  became  considerably 
improved,  and  is  marked  by  unusual  elegance  and  good 
taste.  The  frame  was  heavy,  and  the  timbers  though 
encased,  indicates  its  early  construction.  It  is  probably 
one  of  the  first  houses  on  the  Island  built  with  both  front 
and  rear  two  stories  in  height. 

Further  west  on  the  same  side  and  near  the  head  of 
Walnut  Lane  is  the  Nye  House,  an  old  leanto  built  about 
1740  by  Thomas  and  William  Starbuck,  and  in  1743  con- 
veyed to  their  sister  Jemima  Allen,  the  wife  of  Silvanus. 

On  the  south-west  corner  of  Liberty  and  Walnut  Lane 
is  a  house  which  though  certainly  very  old  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  error  and  conjecture.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  it  was  the  first  house  built  on  the  Island  and 
was  named  from  Maddaket  where  it  had  been  erected  in 
1665.  It  belongs  to  the  regular  1720  type  of  leanto  house 
and  might  be  expected  to  date  about  that  period  except 
for  the  fact  that  it  fronts  to  the  north. 

The  land  was  set  off  by  the  Proprietors  in  1723  to 
Thomas  Macy  and  the  house  could  not  have  been  there 
before  that  date.  In  1745  he  conveys  the  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  Lane  between  Main  and  Liberty  streets  to  his 
three  sons  and  provided  that  each  should  have  the  house 
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where  he  lived.  This  gave  all  on  the  east  side  of  Walnut 
Lane  to  his  son  Francis,  and  on  the  west  side  the  Main 
street  end  went  to  Kobert,  and  the  Liberty  street  land  and 
house  to  Nathaniel.  The  house  was  there  at  that  date 
and  the  only  inquiry  is  how  much  earlier.  The  records 
indicate  that  Thomas  Macy  did  not  live  in  that  locality. 
Nathaniel  Macy  was  married  about  1741.  These  facts 
would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  house  was  built  on 
this  land  about  that  date.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the 
house  was  moved  to  its  present  location  and  that  it  was 
first  constructed  elsewhere.  If  this  were  established  it 
would  probably  also  appear  that  it  was  first  built  near 
Oapaum  and  not  later  than  1720  because  it  belongs  to  that 
period  and  could  not  have  been  planned  at  a  previous 
date. 

Lily  Street.  South-east  corner,  cooper  shop*  of  Peter 
Folger  on  Center  street,  south-west  by  Amos  Wood's 
house.* 

The  shop  stood  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  house  of 
the  late  Joseph  B.  Swain. 

Lyon  Street.  North-east  corner  shop*  of  Thomas  Coffin  near 
his  house*  on  Orange  street,  west  by  George  Swain  and 
James  Swain's  house*  to  Pine  street. 

The  Swain  houses  were  on  Fair  street,  and  the  Teaser 
Meeting  House  was  later  built  on  the  south-west  corner 
of  Lyon  and  Fair. 

Long  Lane.  South-east  corner  house  of  Benjamin  Mer- 
chant, north  and  west  by  house  of  William  Gardner,  2nd, 
north  to  north  shore,  or  Wannacomet  lot  or  pasture. 

This  lane  is  west  of  No  Bottom  Pond,  and  begins  at 
Duke  street  where  the  Merchant  house  was  on  the  north- 
west corner. 
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At  the  south-east  corner  of  Long  Lane  and  West  Ches- 
ter street  was  the  house  of  William  Stratton,  and  south, 
that  of  Dennis  Manning. 

This  was  also  called  Crooked  Lane. 

Macy  Court.  Gardner  street  at  house*  of  Richard  Macy, 
west  by  south  side  house  of  Thomas  Snow  by  north  side 
house  of  Zaccheus  Macy,  Jr.,  and  westward. 

This  is  the  first  passway  north  of  Main  street,  now  called 
Howard  street.  The  Macys  owned  the  land  between  it 
and  Main  street.  The  Zaccheus  Macy,  Jr.,  house  is  stand- 
ing and  is  owned  by  the  Austin  sisters.  It  is  on  the 
south  side  of  the  street.  It  was  a  leanto,  fronted  south 
back  to  street.  In  1866  the  sloping  north  roof  was 
raised  to  two  stories  in  height.  It  was  probably  built  by 
Zaccheus  Macy,  Jr.,  who  married  about  1790,  but  the 
house  was  probably  moved  from  some  location  where  it 
had  been  erected  years  before,  as  it  belongs  to  a  style  in 
vogue  about  1720  to  1750. 

The  house  of  Zaccheus  Macy  stands  on  the  north-west 
corner  of  Main  and  Gardner  streets. 

Macy  Lane.  Fair  street,  north-east  corner  Benjamin  Coffin 
house*,  west  by  Shubael  Macy  and  Jabez  Macy  houses  to 
Pine  street  by  house*  of  Josiah  Calder. 

South  of  Darling  street  west  from  Fair  is  a  court  extend- 
ing to  an  old  house  formerly  owned  by  the  family  of  Reu- 
ben Allen.  This  is  all  that  remains  of  the  lane  opened  in 
1758.  The  west  part  was  once  called  Pump  Lane,  and 
has  been  closed.  The  Allen  house  was  once  the  residence 
of  Stephen  Macy,  and  is  in  1906  used  by  Benjamin  Robin- 
son as  a  carpenter  shop.  It  was  a  leanto,  facing  south, 
with  a  large  chimney  at  east  end.     The  brick  were  of  full 
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standard  size,  laid  in  clay  that  was  used  in  place  of 
mortar.  The  frame  shows  bracketed  corner  posts  and 
beams  of  oak.  It  may  have  been  moved  there  from  some 
other  part  of  the  Island,  but  could  not  have  been  located  in 
its  present  position  before  1717  when  the  Fish  Lots  were  laid 
out.  It  is  one  of  the  very  few  houses  that  face  south  and 
stand  end  to  the  street,  the  only  street  in  1717  being  Fair. 
If  built  in  1717  small  sized  brick  might  have  been  ex- 
pected instead  of  the  modern  standard  style.  On  the 
other  hand  the  use  of  clay  instead  of  mortar  seems  to  be 
ancient.  There  was  no  clay  filling  between  the  walls. 
The  frame  is  remarkably  sound  for  a  house  of  such  age. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  the  house  in  which  the  first 
Thomas  Macy  lived  at  North  shore  was  moved  to  town 
after  1730  and  rebuilt  near  this  Reuben  Allen  house. 

Madison  Lane.  Union  street,  north-east  corner  store  or  ware- 
house* of  Joseph  Rotch,  then  William  Rotch ;  west  to  Fed- 
eral street  near  house*  of  John  Cartwright,  which  is 
bounded  on  Federal  street  and  Independence  lane. 

Madison  Lane  was  a  continuation  of  Independence  Lane 
east  of  Federal  street. 

Maiden  Lane.    Union  street,  north-east  corner  house  James 
Whippey,  west  to  Orange  street  by  land  of  Silvanus  Coffin, 
deceased. 
This  street  is  nearly  opposite  the  junction  of  York  with 

Orange  and  for  many  years  has  been  called  Lower  York 

street. 

Main  Street.  Straight  wharf  west  by  houses  of  William 
Macy*,  Peleg  Coffin*,  Zaccheus  Macy,  Timothy  Coffin*, 
Timothy  Gardner*,  Joseph  Marshall*,  Frederick  Folger* 
and  Jethro  Folger*  to  west  Shearpen  and  to  Cambridge. 

This  was  probably  an  open  way  before  1700,  but  the 
first  mention  in  the  records  is  1726. 
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William  Macy's  house  stood  on  the  north-west  corner  of 
Fe  deral  and  is  probably  the  same  building  shown  in  the 
view  of  this  street  in  the  Atheneum  Library  Room. 

Zaccheus  Macy's  house  is  still  standing  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Main  and  Gardner  streets.  It  is  a  leanto 
after  the  style  in  vogue  between  1730  and  1750.  Macy 
bought  land  of  Barnabas  Gardner  in  1748  and  the  house 
may  have  been  built  about  that  time. 

Joseph  Marshall's  house  stood  near  the  junction  of  Duke 
street,  west  of  Saratoga. 

Cambridge  was  the  name  applied  to  the  farm  north  and 
west  of  the  north  head  of  Hummock  Pond,  which  was 
owned  before  1700  by  Nathaniel  Starbuck.  For  over  half 
a  century  before  1905  it  has  been  owned  by  Bailey  Cor- 
nish and  his  descendants. 

At  the  Head  of  Main  street  on  the  north  side  is  the 
residence  of  the  late  George  C.  Gardner.  East  of  it 
stands  the  house  known  as  the  Lowell  house,  and  the  sec- 
ond west  is  the  time-looking  leanto  owned  by  Hiram  Fol- 
ger  and  his  father.  Both  were  built  by  Gardners,  and 
have  a  long  history.  The  land  on  which  they  stand  was 
part  of  Judge  Richard  Gardner's  farm  called  "Crooked 
Record," 

The  Lowell  house  is  first  mentioned  in  1760  when  the 
heirs  of  Joseph  Gardner  devide  his  real  estate.  This 
house  and  land  was  assigned  to  the  son  Charles,  who  in 
1778  sold  it  to  David  Rand  in  whose  family  it  remained 
until  1856  and  by  several  deeds  it  passed  to  Judith  P. 
Lowell  the  owner  in  1906.  It  is  reasonably  certain  that 
Joseph  Gardner  never  lived  here  and  in  the  division  it  is 
designated  as  "the  land  whereon  the  house  of  Charles 
stands."     Charles  was  married  about  1740  and  this  would 
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house.  It  belongs  to  the  same  style  as  the  Paul  West 
house  having  the  frame  of  a  1720  leanto  but  is  full  two 
story  front  and  rear.  This  style  prevailed  from  1745  to 
the  date  of  the  Revolution.  This  was  probably  built 
between  1740  and  1750  by  Charles  Gardner. 

The  Folger  house  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Barnabas 
Gardner  who  was  married  in  1718.  This  house  in  1789 
passed  to  Laban  Gardner  who  sold  it  in  1804  to  Benjamin 
Whippey  and  in  1821  he  conveyed  it  to  Alfred  Folger.  In 
1905  the  owner  is  John  E.  Backus.  Barnabas  Gardner 
died  in  this  house  in  1768  and  it  is  a  question  how  much 
earlier  the  house  was  built.  It  belongs  to  the  same  period 
and  style  as  the  Major  Coffin  and  Elihu  Coleman  houses 
that  were  built  in  1724.  James  Gardner  the  father  of 
Barnabas  died  in  1723  leaving  this  land.  It  would  be 
safe  to  infer  that  the  house  was  built  from  1725  to  1735. 

Peleg  Coffin's  house  stood  on  the  south-west  corner  of 
Main  street  and  Ray's  Court.     See  "Turner's  Alley." 

The  house  of  Timothy  Coffin  stood  on  the  lot  now  occu- 
pied by  the  house  of  Edward  H.  Perry,  on  the  corner  of 
Howard  street. 

East  of  the  Lowell  house  is  an  open  lot  where  in  1799 
stood  the  house  of  Timothy  Gardner. 

The  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  William  Baxter  on  the 
north  side  of  Main  street  and  next  west  of  the  house  of 
Edward  H.  Perry  is  unique  in  being  the  only  example  of 
the  Dutch  Cap  roof  on  the  Island.  The  land  was  part  of  the 
Gardner  Crooked  Record,  and  in  1770  was  conveyed  to 
Edward  Cory.  According  to  the  period  when  such  houses 
were  common  in  New  Bedford  and  vicinity,  it  would  be 
expected  that  this  house  was  built  about  1800.     Probably 
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it  was  not  many  years  before  or  after  that  date.  In  1815 
Robert  Cory  sold  the  property  to  Reuben  Baxter.  As 
Edward  Cory's  own  Mansion  stood  on  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Orange  streets,  it  seems  probable  that 
the  Baxter  house  was  built  for  the  son  Robert. 

Martin 's  Lane.  South-west  corner  house*  Jonathan  Gorham 
Fitch  on  Fair  street  east  to  Orange  by  Joseph  Coffin's 
house.* 

Joseph  Coffin's  house  stood  on  the  north  west  corner  of 
Orange  street  and  this  lane,  where  Josiah  Macy  built  the 
house  now  on  the  lot  and  in  1906  owned  by  Mary  F.  Ham- 
mond. 

Milk  Street.  Main  street  at  Town  House*,  south-west 
by  houses  of  Thomas  Starbuck,  William  Starbuck*,  Zeb- 
dial  Gwinn*,  to  south  of  Abraham  Hoeg's  house  to  the 
north  of  the  Ropewalk,  to  William  Ellis  in  Uppertown. 

The  facts  concerning  the  removal  of  the  Town  House  to 
the  junction  of  Main  and  Milk  streets  have  already  been 
presented ;  also  the  location  of  Thomas  Starbuck's  house 
at  head  of  New  Mill  street. 

The  Hoeg  house  was  sold  to  him  in  1798  by  William 
Rotch,  and  had  been  there  some  years  and  occupied  by 
Hoeg.  In  1810  it  was  sold  to  John  Adlington  in  whose 
family  it  remained  until  recently.  It  stands  on  the  north 
side  of  the  street  opposite  the  east  end  of  the  burial 
ground. 

The  Rope  walks  were  on  the  hill  at  the  highest  eleva- 
tion in  the  cemetery. 

The  Ellis  house  stood  south-easterly  from  the  Elihu 
Coleman  house.  Uppertown  was  an  indefinite  region  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Hummock  Pond. 
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On  the  south-east  corner  of  Milk  and  New  Mill  streets 
stands  the  house  owned  recently  by  James  B„  Coffin.  It  was 
built  by  Matthew  Myrick  shortly  after  the  Revolution, 
and  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  popular  Nantucket 
House  of  that  date. 

The  William  Starbuck  house  stood  on  the  south  side  of 
Milk,  west  of  New  Mill  in  a  lot  between  the  houses  of 
William  Allen  and  that  of  Isaiah  Folger. 

Mill  Street.  Pleasant  street  near  the  boat  builders'  shop* 
of  Sylvanus  Macy,  west  by  Alexander  Ray's  house  to 
Charles  Bunker's  mill*  and  west  to  the  Rope  Walks. 

This  street  extends  on  north  side  of  the  Jared  Coffin 
brick  house.  The  Ray  house  is  still  standing  about  half 
way  between  Pleasant  street  and  Risdale  on  the  north 
side  of  New  Mill. 

At  the  time  this  list  was  prepared  by  Isaac  Coffin,  there 
were  three  wind  mills  on  the  Mill  Hills.  And  three  were 
standing  as  late  as  1830  when  William  Coffin  made  a 
map  of  the  town.  The  present  mill  belonged  to  Charles 
or  Timothy  Swain,  and  was  the  easternmost. 

The  Charles  Bunker  Mill  stood  near  the  spot  where 
Mill  and  New  Mill  streets  would  meet  and  there  was  one 
Mill  between  these. 

Moose  Lane.  North-east  corner  land  of  Samuel  Riddell  by 
his  house*  on  Fair  street,  west  by  George  Russell's  house 
to  Pine  street  by  house*  of  Alexander  Gardner. 

This  is  the  first  street  south  of  the  Building  of  the 
Historical  Society.  Intentionally  or  by  mistake  it  has 
recently  been  called  Moore's  Lane. 

Riddell's  house  stood  on  the  south-west  corner  of  this 
lane  and  Fair  street. 


269 

Mulberry  Lane.  Orange  street  by  the  north-west  corner  of 
Enoch  Ray's  house,  east  by  David  Harris  to  Union  street 
under  Quanaty  Bank. 

This  street  is  next  south  of  Flora.  Quanaty  Bank  is 
the  hill  that  is  east  of  Orange  street  and  extends  from 
Main  street  nearly  to  the  junction  with  Union  street. 

New  Lane.  North-east  corner  house*  of  Charles  Folger, 
north  through  the  Gardner  Burying  Ground  by  pasture 
of  Albert  Gardner  north  to  Chester  street,  which  leads 
westward  of  house*  of  Stephen  Barnard  and  house  of  John 
Brock. 

This  lane  leads  north  from  the  head  of  Main  street  to 
Chester. 

Newtown  is  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  Nantucket. 

New  Guiney.  Negro  town  or  village  south  and  east  of  the 
Wind  Mills,  near  house*  of  Hezekiah  Russell. 

The  Russell  house  was  on  Pleasant  street  near  the  head 
of  York,  where  lived  the  family  of  Samsom  Pompey. 

New  Dollar  Lane.  South-east  corner  house  of  Job  Macy, 
north  to  Milk  street,  between  house*  of  Samuel  Coleman 
and  house*  of  Ruth  Barnard. 

This  is  now  Risdale  street. 

The  Job  Macy  house  is  still  standing  on  the  north-west 
corner  of  Mill  street. 

At  Milk  street  the  Barnard  house  was  on  the  east  cor- 
ner, and  the  Coleman  on  the  west. 

New  Mill  Street.  George  Myrick's  house*  south-west  by 
house  of  Tristram  Folger,  2nd,  on  south  side  to  Wind 
Mill*  of  Charles  Bunker  and  westward. 

The  Folger  house  is  the  first  on  the  west  side  south  of 
Milk,  and  is  owned  in  1905  by  Thomas  Caley,  and  pre- 
viously by  Wm.  Rivers. 
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The  George  Myrick  house  stood  in  the  garden  between 
the  houses  of  Thomas  Mack  and  James  B.  Coffin. 

North  Street.  South-west  corner  Francis  Joy  house*,  north 
by  Barzillai  Folger  house*  and  house*  of  Ebenezer  Coffin, 
west  by  house*  of  Robert  Clasby  and  house*  of  Matthew 
Worth  and  so  to  western  Shearpen. 

The  Joy  house  was  on  the  corner  of  Chester  and  North 
streets  and  was  taken  down  within  a  few  years  by  Dr.  J. 
S.  Gruard. 

The  Folger  house  stood  on  the  hill  on  the  east  side  of 
the  street  in  the  yard  of  Miss  Nevins  and  was  taken  down 
by  her  in  1903. 

The  western  Shearpen  was  located  near  Maxey's  Pond. 

On  the  south-west  corner  of  Center  and  North  streets  is 
the  ancient  house  owned  by  Mrs.  Jane  L.  Turner.  From 
1800  to  1850  it  was  the  Homestead  of  Thaddeus  Folger. 
It  was  probably  built  between  1740  and  1750. 

North  Beach  Street.  New  North  wharf  south-east  corner, 
Francis  Joy's  store  or  warehouse*  to  corner  of  cliff. 

This  is  the  usual  road  to  the  Cliff  Bathing  Beach.  The 
Joy  warehouse  stood  where  the  brick  store  of  Hadwen  and 
Barney  is  located. 

North  New  Lane.  North  street  by  north-east  corner  Josiah 
Coffin's  house,  south  by  Francis  Folger 's  house  to  Chester 
street,  by  house*  of  Francis  Gardner. 

The  Josiah  Coffin  house  has  already  been  described. 

The  Francis  Gardner  house  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Lane  where  now  is  located  the  house  of  Eben  W.  Francis. 
When  the  cellar  of  the  present  house  was  being  excavated 
a  silver  tablespoon  was  found  marked  1665  and  the  initials 
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R.  G.,  thus  marking  the  spot  as  the  residence  of  Judge 
Richard  Gardner.  It  had  been  erroneously  supposed 
that  his  house  was  below  the  hill  and  nearer  the  Lily 
Pond. 

Orange  Street.  Main  street  by  Thomas  Delano's  house* 
south  by  houses  of  Seth  Coffin,  Joseph  Coffin,  Thomas 
Coffin-,  Mary  Butler*,  Jona  than  Upham*,  Solomon  Folger 
to  Newtown  gate  by  house*  of  William  Cash. 

The  Thomas  Delano  house  stood  on  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Orange,  and  was  taken  down  by  Philip 
H.  Folger  to  build  the  present  brick  building. 

Joseph  Coffin's  house  stood  on  the  corner  of  Martin's 
Lane  ;  the  Upham  house  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Wil- 
liam's Lane,  and  the  Butler  house  on  the  corner  of  Daves 
street. 

The  Newtown  Gate  was  a  barrier  across  the  street  near 
the  first  mile  stone.  In  the  days  when  sheep  grazing  was 
largely  followed,  and  in  the  years  before  1821  when 
thousands  of  sheep  roamed  from  one  end  of  the  Island  to 
the  other,  convenience  required  that  some  arrangement 
be  devised  to  keep  them  from  the  town.  Gates  were  es- 
tablished at  the  roads  that  gave  access  to  the  residential 
section.  There  were  several  others,  but  the  Newtown 
Gate  being  passed  by  all  who  sought  Polpis  or  Siasconsett 
was  more  famous  and  was  in  use  as  late  as  1840. 

While  Orange  street  was  opened  in  1726,  yet  for  some 
reason  not  apparent,  the  old  houses  were  removed  more 
generally  than  in  any  other  street  in  the  town.  In  the 
space  between  Main  street  and  the  Asylum,  just  one  mile 
long,  the  ancient  dwellings  have  given  place  to  modern 
structures. 
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Opposite  the  South  school  is  the  house  of  Seth  Coffin, 
which  was  built  probably  between  1740  and  1750. 

South  of  York  street  on  the  east  side  are  some  houses 
of  delapidated  exterior  which  may  not  be  as  old  as  the 
Kevolution.  On  the  side  streets,  east  and  west  of  Orange 
still  remain  many  structures  of  the  olden  time,  but  the 
main  thoroughfare  to  Sconset  with  these  exceptions  is  a 
street  of  modern  houses. 

Possibly  some  of  the  well  preserved  houses  with  center 
chimneys  may  be  ancient  buildings  transformed.  Thus 
the  dwelling  of  the  late  Oapt.  Charles  Sm  alley  next  north 
of  the  Mansion  of  Wm.  Barnes  was  built  about  1769,  and 
shows  some  old  framing.  The  house  of  Col.  Brayton 
opposite  the  Block  was  built  about  the  same  time. 

At  the  Railroad  Crossing  on  the  east  side  of  Orange 
street  is  an  old  appearing  house  of  the  leanto  style,  placed 
in  that  location  about  1756  by  Christopher  Baxter.  It 
remained  in  the  Baxter  family  for  over  half  a  century 
and  was  then  owned  successively  by  Benjamin  and  Peter 
Raymond  and  Alexander  Bunker  and  in  1895  was  pur- 
chased by  Wm.  Modley.  Its  form  suggests  an  earlier 
construction  than  1756  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  it 
was  erected  here  by  Jabez  Macy  or  moved  from  a  prior 
situation  but  the  records  are  silent  as  to  either  fact. 

Oak  Street.    Water  street  by  house*  of  John  Pinkham,  west 
to  Federal  street,  south  side  house*  of  Ebenezer  Davis. 

This  street  extends  along  the  north  side  of  the  Athe- 
neum. 


William   Baxter  House. 
Gundall  Gardner  House. 


James    Austin    House. 
Seth    Ray    House. 
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Pearl  Street.  Water  street  at  south-east  corner  house*  of 
Jethro  Hussey,  west  by  houses  of  Benjamin  Walcutt,  Na- 
thaniel Coleman,  Ebenezer  Rand,  Uriah  Bunker,  2nd,  to 
Liberty  street,  near  house*  of  Ichabod  Aldridge. 
It  was  provided  for  in  the  layout  of  Wescoe  Acre  Lots 
in  1678. 

Jethro  Hussey  owned  the  land  east  of  the  Atheneum. 
In  the  attic  of  his  house  the  Union  Lodge  of  Free  Masons 
met  before  1792.  In  the  west  section  are  several  inter- 
esting houses.  On  the  south  side  a  short  distance  west 
of  Center  is  the  gambrel  which  was  built  by  Silas  Pad- 
dock about  1767.  From  1791  to  1829  it  was  owned  by 
Wm.  Barnard,  and  it  was  then  conveyed  to  George  Pad- 
dock whose  descendants  have  since  owned  it. 

East  of  this,  standing  at  an  angle  with  the  street,  is  a 
late  leanto  owned  recently  by  Mrs.  Judith  Mitchell,  and 
placed  on  that  lot  by  John  Morris  before  1762.  The  tra- 
dition that  it  was  moved  there  is  supported  by  the  posi- 
tion of  the  house,  the  lot  being  too  small  to  allow  it  to  be 
placed  squarely  on  the  street.  According  to  a  writer  in 
the  Port-folio  in  1811  this  street  was  also  called  India 
Row  from  the  number  of  residents  "who  reside  there  in 
ease  and  affluence."  It  was  a  better  name  than  "Pearl." 
Ichabod  Aldridge  owned  and  occupied  two  houses  at  the 
head  of  Pearl,  both  removed.  On  the  north  side  of  Brock's 
Court  was  a  double  house  which  the  late  Thomas  B.  Field 
attempted  to  transform  in  a  wind  mill.  On  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  Court  and  Liberty  street  was  the  other 
which  was  his  later  residence. 

Pine  Street.  Main  street  at  north-west  corner  of  house  of 
Joseph  Swain,  south  by  Fish  lots,  west  side  house  Mica j  ah 
Coffin,  William  Ramsdell*,  James  Swain*  and  Francis 
Coleman*  to  West  Monomoy  shores,  near  Pompeys. 
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The  Joseph  Swain  house  stands  across  the  end  of  Winter 
street  and  was  owned  in  recent  years  by  the  late  Wm. 
Hussey  Macy.  It  was  built  as  a  leanto  the  south  roof 
sloping  down  to  one  story,  but  this  has  been  raised  and 
made  two  stories.  The  house  was  erected  about  1740  to 
1750  by  John  Barnard  and  by  him  sold  to  Swain  1762. 

The  west  line  of  the  Fish  Lot  division  was  along  Pine 
street. 

The  Micajah  Coffin  house  is  standing  on  the  north-east 
corner  of  Charter  street. 

Francis  Coleman's  house  was  on  the  east  side  between 
Lyon  and  Jefferson. 

The  Kamsdell  house  stood  on  the  west  side  at  the  head 
of  Darling  street  where  is  now  the  house  of  John  Appleton. 

The  Pompey's  were  colored  people  who  lived  near  the 
junction  of  York  and  Pleasant  streets. 

Pleasant  Street.  North-east  corner  Friends  Meeting  House* 
south  by  houses  of  Walter  Folger,  Reuben  Hussey*,  Heze- 
kiah  Russell,  Molly  Quinn,  Nathaniel  Whippey,  south  and 
east  to  Newtown  Gate  by  house*  of  William  Cash. 

From  1790  to  1834  the  south-west  corner  of  Main  and 
Pleasant  streets  was  occupied  by  the  Meeting  House. 

This  street  north  of  Mill  street  for  many  years  has  been 
a  favorite  section  for  residences,  but  the  houses  now  stand- 
ing are  mostly  modern  structures  built  after  the  Revolu- 
tion. Several  have  the  large  center  chimneys  and  were 
built  about  1800.  On  the  west  side  next  north  of  the  cor- 
ner of  Mill  is  the  Obed  Macy  house  built  at  this  period, 
and  1905  owned  by  Mrs.  Emily  W.  Hollister. 

The  large  brick  house  was  built  by  Jared  Coffin  between 
1835  and  1840. 
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On  the  east  side,  south  of  Summer,  is  the  Folger  house, 
the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  James  Wyer. 

The  Reuben  Hussey  house  stood  on  the  east  side  oppo- 
site the  brick  house  of  H.  B.  Williams. 

Plumb  Lane.  Orange  street  at  south-east  corner  house"  of 
Benjamin  Glover,  west  between  houses  of  David  Upham 
Giles*,  by  Timothy  Jackson  to  Fair  street  near  house*  of 
Ebenezer  Barnard. 

A  family  lived  in  the  vicinity  named  Plumb  for  whom 
this  street  was  named. 

Prison  Lane.  Milk  street  north-east  corner  of  Elihu  Coffin 
house*,  west  on  the  south  side  new  Poor  House  to  Grave 
street,  near  Friends  Burying  Ground. 

This  is  now  named  Vestal  street.  The  Jail  occupies  the 
land  whereon  the  new  poor  house  stood  and  the  building 
above  mentioned  may  be  one  of  those  standing  on  the  lot 
in  1905. 

The  Elihu  Coffin  house  stood  on  the  north-west  corner 
of  Milk  street. 

On  the  east  side  near  Milk  street  stands  the  house 
where  Maria  Mitchell  was  born.  The  house  was  built  in 
1790. 

Ray's  Court.  North-east  corner  Uriah  Pinkham's  house*, 
west  by  house  of  Daniel  Black  to  house  of  John  Ray. 

The  Pinkham  house  stood  on  the  same  site  as  the  build- 
ing of  the  Historical  Society. 

The  house  of  John  Ray  stood  on  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Court  owned  in  1905  by  Sidney  Chase.  The  Court 
as  above  described  did  not  extend  to  Main  street,  the 
Main  street  end  being  named  Turner's  Alley.  The  two 
were  joined  before  1830. 
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Rose  Lane.  Center  street  at  south-east  corner  Henry 
Clark's  house*,  west  by  house*  of  Tristram  Coffin,  painter, 
to  Tristram  Gardner's  land. 

This  Lane  extends  along  the  north  side  of  the  Methodist 
Chapel. 

The  Clark  house  was  taken  down  in  1904  by  Henry  M. 
Upham,  and  a  new  building  placed  on  the  lot. 

Salem  Street.  East  side  Old  South  Wharf  west  by  the  north 
side  brick  store  of  Shubael  Barnard  and  north  side  house* 
of  Abner  Briggs  to  Joseph  Barker's  land. 

Sea  Street.  Water  street  between  house*  of  Aaron  Mitchell 
and  house  of  Robert  Brayton  to  the  sea  shore,  Brant  Point 
near  the  Lighthouse. 

This  street  is  the  continuation  of  Step  Lane  or  Chapman 
Avenue,  east  of  North  Water.  In  the  above  description 
and  also  in  that  of  Water  street  no  distinction  is  made  be- 
tween Water  and  North  Water,  although  the  two  are  not 
continuous.  In  later  years  the  section  north  of  Broad  is 
named  North  Water,  and  the  other  South  Water  street. 

The  house  of  Robert  Brayton  is  on  the  north-east  corner 
of  Sea  and  North  Water  streets,  and  in  recent  years  was 
owned  by  Albert  Easton. 

Silver  Street.  Grave  street  at  the  south  side  of  house*  of 
Sarah  Clasby  and  continuing  east. 

The  street  above  described  in  recent  years  began  on 
Milk  street  and  extended  north  between  house  of  Alex- 
ander Macy  on  the  east  and  Stephen  Gibbs  on  the  west, 
then  west  to  Saratoga  street  on  north  side  of  Lot  Fisher's 
house.  For  many  years  the  name  "silver"  has  been 
applied  to  a  street  between  Orange  and  Pleasant  next 
south  of  the  lower  end  of  Fair  street  and  the  name  has 
not  been  used  in  relation  to  the  former  way. 


277 

School  Street.  Fair  street,  at  south-east  corner  Thomas 
Coffin,  Jr.,  house  to  Pine  street,  on  north  side  of  Zenas 
Coffin's  house. 

The  Thomas  Coffin  house  in  1905  is  owned  by  Hon. 
Thaddeus  C.  Defriez. 

Zenas  Coffin  was  son  of  Micajah  and  left  the  largest  for- 
tune ever  accumulated  on  Nantucket.  He  was  the  father 
of  the  late  Charles  G.  and  Henry  Coffin.  His  house  stands 
next  north  of  his  father's  on  Pine  street. 

South  Street.  James  Johnson's  pond,  near  the  cow  bars 
east  to  Newtown  Gate,  near  William  Cash  house.* 

James  Johnson's  Pond  was  on  the  west  side  of  Orange 
street  opposite  the  Asylum  and  crossed  by  the  Railroad. 

Wm.  Cash's  house  was  on  a  hill  to  the  north  and  near 
the  first  Milestone. 

South  Mill  Street.  House  of  Crispus  Gardner,  west  and 
south  to  mill  of  Charles  or  Timothy  Swain,  it  being  the 
Mill  road. 

The  house  of  Crispus  Gardner  or  more  properly  Gard- 
iner, stands  on  the  west  side  of  Pleasant  street,  about  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile  south  of  Mill  street.  It  is  a  leanto,  faces 
south  and  was  in  that  location  in  1745  and  possibly  earlier. 
That  year  it  was  conveyed  by  Jonathan  Folger  to  his  son- 
in-law  Stephen  Chase  and  has  been  owned  by  his  descen- 
dants to  the  present  date.  Crispus  Gardiner,  a  descedant 
of  Lyon  Gardiner  of  Long  Island  married  Margaret  Chase 
the  daughter  of  Stephen.  It  was  later  owned  by  their 
daughter  Lydia  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Hussey  and  by  the 
latter  conveyed  to  their  daughter  Margaret  Cary. 
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Margaret  Chase's  brother  Reuben  was  the  original  of 
Cooper's  Long  Tom  Coffin  in  the  Pilot.  Among  the 
descendants  of  Crispus  and  Margaret  Gardiner  were  men 
and  women  of  great  physical  stature. 

Spring  Street.  Washington  street,  north-west  corner  of 
store*  of  Samuel  Riddell,  east  by  the  north  side  of  Bar- 
zillai  Stetson's  house,*  north  by  Paul  Gardner  and  Son's 
candle  factory  to  Whale  street. 

Spruce  Street.  Orange  street  east  by  south  side  house*  of 
Freeman  Ellis,  Uriah  Bunker  and  Obed  Bunker  on  Carr's 
Point  in  Newtown,  and  so  to  the  Meadows. 

This  street  was  between  the  Asylum  and  the  Kailroad 
crossing. 

Summer  Street.  Pleasant  street,  north-west  corner  of 
house*  of  Simeon  Russell,  east  by  house*  of  Joseph  Chase 
and  house    of  Barnabas  Paddock  to  Pine  street. 

Joseph  Chase  lived  where  is  now  the  Baptist  church. 

Tillet  Street.  Washington  street,  north-west  corner  house* 
of  Benjamin  Mitchell,  east  by  north  side  house*  of  old 
Samuel  Barker,  east  to  Harbor. 

Trader's  Lane.  Main  street,  north-east  corner  house  of 
Samuel  Barrett,  south  by  house  of  Peleg  Bunker  to  Sum- 
mer street. 

This  is  the  first  street  east  of  Pleasant  leading  south 
and  passes  by  the  side  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Turner's  Alley.  Main  street,  north-west  corner  house*  of 
Peleg  Coffin,  Esq.,  south  by  west  side  house*  of  John 
Howes. 

This  was  the  part  of  Ray's  Court  extending  south  from 
Main  street,  nearly  opposite  Walnut  Lane.  The  Peleg 
Coffin  house  stood  where  is  now  the  brick  house  of  Charles 
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G.  Coffin.  Peleg  Coffin  was  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  1797  to  1801.  The  house  was 
devised  by  Josiah  Barker  to  Peleg  Coffin's  wife  Eunice, 
who  was  Barker's  daughter,  and  in  1805  she  sold  it  to  Dr. 
Kowland  Gelston,  whose  heirs  sold  it  in  1831  to  Charles 
G.  Coffin,  the  builder  of  the  brick  house. 

The  small  house  south  of  Main  street  on  the  east  side 
of  Ray's  Court,  which  has  been  recently  taken  down  by 
Sidney  Chase,  in  1798  was  sold  by  Baker  Turner  to  John 
Howes.  From  Turner  the  Alley  was  named.  Apparently 
in  1799  it  had  not  been  extended  to  Ray's  Court. 

Union  Street.  North-east  corner  land  of  Josiah  Barker,  Jr., 
near  his  house,  south  by  west  side  house  of  Ruth 
Coffin,  Joseph  Wyer,  Christopher  Mitchell,  David  Chad- 
wick,*  Wm.  Ray,  Jr.,  to  Newtown  Bridge,  where  it  falls 
into  Orange  street. 

Josiah  Barker  owned  the  land  where  the  Masonic  Build- 
ing stands  in  1906. 

Next  south  of  the  Masonic  Building  is  the  house  owned 
by  Dr.  King.  Christopher  Mitchell's  house  stood  on  the  lot 
next  south.  The  house  next  south  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Avis  Enos  was  owned  by  Seth  Mitchell. 

On  the  east  side  of  Union  is  the  house  of  Andrew  M. 
Myrick  and  his  father  married  a  daughter  of  Christopher 
Mitchell. 

John  W.  Barrett  married  another  daughter  of  Mitchell 
and  his  house  stands  on  Main  street  next  west  of  Fair 
street. 

David  Chadwick's  house  stood  at  the  foot  of  Flora  street 
on  the  east  side  of  Union. 
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On  the  west  side  of  Union  in  front  of  Wm.  Barnes 
Terrace  is  a  gambrel  once  owned  by  Joseph  Hamblin. 
It  was  built  probably  a  few  years  before  1800. 

On  the  east  side  of  Union  further  south  is  another  gam- 
brel for  many  years  owned  by  Isaac  Austin.  It  was  built 
by  William  Coffin  soon  after  the  Revolution.  On  the 
shore  south  east,  Coffin  built  and  conducted  a  Rope  Walk 
that  was  there  in  1830.  The  Austin  house  in  1906  is 
occupied  by  Wm.  C.  Dunham. 

Walnut  Lane.  Liberty  street,  north-west  corner  old  house* 
of  Francis  Macy  south  to  Main  street,  between  houses"  of 
Francis  Macy,  where  he  lives,  and  of  Judith  Worth. 

In  1745  Thomas  Macy,  who  owned  the  land  on  both 
sides  of  Walnut  Lane,  conveyed  the  same  as  follows: 
That  on  east  side  to  son  Francis ;  that  on  the  north-west 
corner  of  Main  and  Walnut  Lane  to  son  Robert ;  and  that 
north  with  the  old  house  to  son  Nathaniel. 

Thomas  Macy's  land  included  the  land  on  which  stood 
the  Burdick  house  on  Main  street  and  the  Ewer  house  on 
Liberty. 

The  Robert  Macy  lot  was  sold  in  1774  to  Andrew  Worth 
whose  widow  was  Judith. 

Francis  Macy  must  have  had  two  dwellings,  the  old  one 
on  Liberty  street  since  demolished  and  a  newer  house  on 
Main  street,  the  whole  or  a  part  of  which  is  said  to  be  the 
ell  of  the  house  now  on  the  lot  owned  by  the  late  Charles 
Henry  Webb. 

Warren  Street.  Orange  street,  south-east  corner  house*  of 
George  Worth,  west  by  house*  of  Naomi  Stratton,  south 
of  house*  of  Jeremiah  Coleman  to  Pleasant  street. 

This  is  the  first  street  south  of  York  connecting  Pleas- 
ant and  Orange. 
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Seth    Coffin   House. 
George   Bunker   House. 


Christopher   Baxter   House. 
Lowell   House. 
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Water  Street.  South-west  corner  brick  store  of  William 
Rotch,  north  in  a  crooked  direction  by  house  of  Richard 
Mitchell,*  John  Elkins,*  Jethro  Mitchell,*  George  Hussey,* 
Richard  Swain,  to  Chester  street  and  North  street  by 
house*  of  Francis  Joy. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  two  streets  in  recent  years 
known  as  South  Water  and  North  Water  are  here  de- 
scribed as  one  continuous  way,  although  there  was  a 
decided  jog  at  Broad  street. 

The  store  of  William  Rotch  is  the  building  at  the  foot 
of  Main  street  already  described. 

Jethro  Mitchell's  house  stood  at  the  corner  of  North 
Water  and  Ash  streets. 

In  1811  according  to  the  Port-folio  this  was  called  Mit- 
chell street  because  it  was  inhabited  by  so  many  people 
of  that  name. 

John  Elkin's  house  stood  on  the  north-east  corner  of 
North  Water  and  Broad  where  for  many  years  Mrs.  Judith 
J.  Fish  has  conducted  a  boarding  house. 

George  Hussey's  house  stood  at  the  north-west  corner 
of  Step  Lane,  directly  east  of  the  Yeranda  House. 

The  Swain  House  stands  next  south  of  Davis  Hall's 
house  on  the  west  side,  the  second  house  south  of  the 
corner  of  Chester  street.  It  was  built  by  Richard  Swain 
about  1765. 

The  Hall  house  belonged  formerly  to  Oapt.  Obed  Fitch 
and  was  built  about  the  same  date  as  the  Swain  house. 

Washington.  Main  street,  north-east  corner  store  or  ware- 
house of  Jonathan  Burnell,  south  by  stores  or  warehouses 
of  Paul  Mitchell,  Christopher  Mitchell,  by  west  side  store 
of  Samuel  Riddell  and  houses*  of  Lydia  Giles,  Benjamin 
Glover,  and  so  to  Newtown  Creek. 

The  Railroad  location  south  of  Candle  street  is  along 
Washington. 
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Whale  Street.  Main  street,  north-west  corner  store  or  ware- 
house of  Walter  Folger,  south  by  east  end  house*  of  Abner 
Briggs  and  south  by  house*  of  Thaddeus  Waterman. 

William's  Lane.  Orange  street,  north-east  corner  house*  of 
Jonathan  Upham,  west  by  land  of  Benjamin  Jones, 
Ebenezer  Swain,  George  Brown  to  Pleasant  street,  near  lot 
of  Nathaniel  Russell  in  Newtown. 

This  is  the  first  street  west  from  Orange  south  of  junc- 
tion with  Union  street. 

The  Upham  house  stood  on  the  south-west  corner.  The 
lane  was  opened  in  1789. 

Weymouth  Lane.  Orange  street,  between  houses*  of  Prince 
Coleman  and  Joseph  Weeks,  east  by  south  side  house  of 
Thomas  Varney  McOleave  to  Union  street,  under  the  bank. 

This  is  the  first  street  north  of  Dover.  The  Oolesworthy 
house  in  1906  owned  by  S.  F.  Hosmer  is  reputed  to  have 
been  built  in  1755.  The  McOleave  house  was  next 
east. 

Wharf  Lane.  West  end  old  south  wharf,  south-west  corner 
Gideon  and  Albert  Gardner's  candle  works,  near  Abner 
Briggs  house,*  east  by  south  side  old  wharf  and  south  side 
of  all  the  stores,  warehouses  and  blacksmith  shops,  by  the 
store  of  Peter  Folger,  on  the  old  south  wharf,  and  so  down 
old  south  wharf  to  Salem  street. 

Winter  Street.  South-east  corner  house*  of  Prince  Gardner, 
north  to  Liberty  street,  by  house*  of  Walter  Folger. 

This  street  opened  in  1738  and  the  lots  on  the  east  side 
comprised  a  region  at  that  date  called  the  Clay  Pits, 
which  extended  nearly  to  Walnut  Lane. 

The  Prince  Gardner  house  stood  on  north  side  of  Main 
street  and  the  property  is  now  owned  by  his  descendants. 
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Walter  Folger's  house  stood  on  the  south-east  corner  of 
Winter  and  Liberty. 

York  Street.  South-east  corner  house*  of  Ephraim  Coffin, 
west  by  house*  of  Armstrong  Smith  to  Pleasant  street, 
southward  of  house*  of  Joseph  Allen. 

This  street  began  at  Orange  and  extended  to  Pleasant. 
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